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People

Meet the Team!.
Hiya’ I’m Anna (or ‘Couchie’ to those who 
dare), Urban Design Studio Director, I’m based 
in Liverpool, but you’ll sometimes see me 
wandering around Altrincham and Leeds. I 
definitely need to get to Standish and London 
more often. This will be my 8th year at Planit.

My Studio Director role is varied and wide ranging, 
from direct project involvement and delivery, to 
bidding for new work, and working closely with the 
Directors on our emerging 5yr Strategy. Don’t come 
to me with a Vectorworks question, there’s really no 
point! But do come to me if you want to know more 
about visions, masterplans, building typologies, 
housing densities, public realm strategies, 
community engagement, implementation ideas, 
and how to get to the real essence of a project.

Urban Designers are a mixed bag, we’ve all had 
previous lives in different built environment 
professions. I’m no different. My route to urban 
design started with a degree in Architecture at 
Manchester, followed by an MA in Urban Design at 
Oxford Brookes University. Many years living and 
working in London followed. I gained invaluable 
experience working for two large residential 
architecture practices, the projects ranged from 
small scale infill sites to masterplans for new urban 
extensions and estate regeneration schemes.

London was great, but expensive, and I missed 
the north. I made my escape back to my 
Merseyside home, and to Planit, via a teaching 
job at the Liverpool School of Architecture.

When it comes to design I’m more maximalist, 
than minimalist; but conversely more less, 
than more; I find beauty in imperfection, over 
perfection; and I’m more interested in the 
ordinary than the extraordinary. Towers bore 
me, whereas rich detailing, repeated elevations 
and well considered thresholds delight me.

At the weekends you might find me walking around 
north Wales, or at an obscure folk gig. Or more 
likely, doing the housework and a big shop!

Here’s a random list of some things I like (or have 
liked), A LOT: Bread, cats, pencil drawings, dancing, 
Cream (the legendary Liverpool club night, not the 
food), painting, red wine, rice, anything Flemish (art, 
squares, stepped gables, beers, music), Chop Chop 
(Korean katsu magic), singing badly, pasta, potatoes, 
playing the piano (averagely), mid 90s vocal-led 
house music, Klopp Klopp, watercress, star jumps, 
and…..(some) country music – there I’ve said it!

Next month  
VP

https://www.creativeboom.com/tips/how-to-deal-with-feedback-and-criticism-positively/
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Project

A tour with 
Loughborough 
University
by Rebecca

The Liverpool Studio gave a tour of Liverpool Waters 
to 40+ geography students from Loughborough 
University this week. The tour was to help with 
and inform their module in human geography that 
is focussing on 3 key themes; urban regeneration 
and the impact on heritage; immigration and; 
slavery. Clear blue skies and a coffee stop at 
Riccardo’s, doesn’t get better than that!  
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Sketch 
of the week

By Immi

For North Park, exploring 
planting species and 
options for entrances!

Next week both, Sketch 
and Plant of the Week will 
be brought to you by the 

Standish Team!
Time to get your 
thinking hats on.
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To offset or  
not to offset?  
Carbon offsetting 
that provides local 
social value
In this brand-new blog, Sustainability & ESG 
Director, Jo Holden, talks about expanding the 
number of Net Zero Carbon buildings in Peel 
L&P’s portfolio, offsetting emissions responsibly 
and boosting social value for local communities 
in the process. Take a look to find out more!

Read the full 
article here!

B Corp

B Corp Month  
Equality, Diversity 
and Inclusion Group
from Caleb

The B Corp EDI group held our 
first meeting last week and 
started to discuss our plans 
for the year ahead. We’d like to 
thank everyone who has taken 
part in the EDI survey so far, 
the information you’ve provided 
is invaluable, and will directly 
inform the initiatives we will plan 
and deliver going forward.

Thank you to the 50% of the practice who have 
responded to the survey to date. To ensure everyone 
gets a chance to respond, we’ve decided to extend 
the deadline to this Wednesday 15th March. 
Please try and spare ten minutes to complete the 
survey, which provides an excellent opportunity 
to give feedback on how Planit operates, and 
areas where we can target for improvement.

 

This week is also Neurodiversity Celebration Week, 
and there are a range of free online events and 
opportunities to support the initiative online.

Neurodiversity is often used as an umbrella term 
used to describe conditions such as Dyslexia, DCD 
(Dyspraxia), Dyscalculia, Autism and ADHD. The 
term shouldn’t be used as a label and is in fact 
about recognising those who think differently. No 
two people, and no two brains are the same, and 
alternative thinking styles benefit organisations 
from schools to businesses in numerous ways. 
Approximately 15-20% of population has a 
neurological difference. Instead of labelling people 
with deficits or disorders, when we use the term 
neurodiversity, we take a balanced view of an 
individual’s unique strengths and challenges, 
appreciating the strengths and supporting individuals 
with the challenges. Even if it’s just 5 minutes to 
further understand neurodiversity, it would great if 
we could all engage on some level with the initiative 
this week and celebrate the strengths and talents 
that neurodivergent individuals bring to society.

Check out 
the online 
events here

https://peellandp.co.uk/news-and-views/news/blog-to-offset-or-not-to-offset-carbon-offsetting-that-provides-local-social-value/
www.neurodiversityweek.com/events
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Plant 
of the Week

by Katie

Heleborus x hydridus 
Lenten Rose/Christmas Rose
Some of you in the Altrincham studio may 
have noticed the floating flowers on the table 
last week and got excited it was something 
edible. Well sorry to disappoint but those 
were the flowers of Helleborus x hybridus, a 
semi-evergreen herbaceous perennial whose 
flowers range in colour from plum purples and 
mauve to white and lime green.

When little else is braving the winter 
and the nodding flower heads 
appear around February, you know 
spring is on the way. Not only do 
they provide useful winter interest, 
but Hellebores can also tolerate 
damp well-drained shade/partial 
shade. Despite the common name, 
they aren’t related to the rose, but 
“Lenten” comes from the fact they 
bloom during Lent. They also self-
seed readily – if anyone wants any, 
give me a shout!

Planting combination 
ideas: Snowdrops, 
early daffodils, 
Pulmonaria 
spp., Euphorbia 
amygdaloides var. 
robbiae

Recommended

How to deal with 
disappointing 
feedback on your 
creative projects 
By Creative Boom
from Fii

It doesn't matter how skilled you are or how 
much experience you've had. We all get feedback 
on our work, and it isn't always good. And 
dealing with that can be challenging indeed.

It's easy to get worked up about criticism and 
respond to it on an emotional level that appears 
to be out of all proportion. The reason for that 
is that the human brain's neural pathways were 
designed at a time when, if you were excluded 
from their social group, it would probably mean 
death in the jaws of a sabretooth tiger. And while 
no wild tigers are roaming the corridors of creative 
studios today, the same preprogrammed reflex still 
triggers when we get criticised: fight or flight.

So how do we rise above 
our core programming and 
learn to live with negative 
feedback? Creative 
Boom asked the creative 
community, and shared 
their tips in the full article!

Read the full 
article here!

https://www.creativeboom.com/tips/how-to-deal-with-feedback-and-criticism-positively/

