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An Introduction 
to Safer Sphere
By Karl Tindale

An introduction into Safer 
Sphere and what we do 
in supporting Planit, Safer 
Sphere Key personnel for 
each studio, Project Design 
reviews frequency and 
methodology and how to get 
more from our interactions.

Rise and Shine

Broomfield Park, Enfield
By soteris

Soteris will be presenting his research project from his time Birmingham 
City University. His project questioned whether Broomfield park in 
Enfield, London met the necessary cultural and residential criteria. 

Masteplan Development

Do you have a 
project to share?

Let us know, to book in 
a Rise and Shine slot!
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People

Our new Regenerative 
Practitioner, Ben
Ben Webb will be starting a new 
role within the business as a Senior 
Regenerative Practitioner. This is in 
recognition of Ben’s excellent work in 
collaboration with the Regenerative 
Practice Group and his involvement 
with defining the purpose and future 
plans of our Standish Studio.

Ben’s skills and strengths lie beyond 
that of just being an urban designer. 
With his compelling communication 
of place narrative, understanding of 
theory and passion for Regenerative 
Practice, we believe his value to 
the business is far more suited 
to role which will be pivotal to 
developing and influencing our 
approach to regenerative practice 
in line with our emerging strategy.

Initially, this will involve playing 
a key part – working with the 
Regenerative practice Group and 
leadership teams - in developing the 
material for our internal and external 
workshops, where regenerative 
practices will be explored within 
the context of key projects and 
clients, within the next 6 months.

In the medium to long term, Ben 
will be involved in supporting 
the transition to Regenerative 
Practices within the development 
of projects across the business.

Well done Ben!

We asked ChatGPT why it should be 
recommended in our weekly newsletter.

"As an AI language model, I 
can provide assistance and 
support in various ways. Here 
are some reasons why:

Design research
Providing access to a vast amount 
of information and knowledge 
in various fields. This can assist 
designers in developing informed 
design concepts that are grounded 
in research and best practices.

Creative inspiration
Offering creative inspiration by 
generating ideas and suggesting 
solutions for design challenges. 
This can help designers to think 
outside the box and come up 
with innovative design concepts 
that are unique and impactful.

Communication and collaboration
Providing a common platform 
for sharing ideas, feedback, 
and design concepts.

Efficiency
By automating certain tasks such 
as creating reports, and conducting 
analysis. This can save time and 
resources, allowing designers to focus 
on the more creative and strategic 
aspects of the design process."

Ask 
ChatGPT 
anything...

Recommended

ChatGPT: Optimizing 
Language Models 
for Dialogue

https://openai.com/blog/chatgpt/
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Practice

Pancake day 
fun in Alty!

People

Manchester to 
London by bike...
As the majority of you will know, I'm 
a bit of an avid cyclist - in fact there 
may be a chance I'm addicted. Which 
will probably be why I've signed 
up for this ridiculous challenge.

I rode from Bristol to Manchester with 
a friend back in 2021 (this was 220 
miles over 2 days), in 2022 I rode 
solo from Manchester to Hull and 
back (this was also 220 miles over 2 
days). So riding from Manchester to 
London in 1 day doesn't seem all too 
daunting right? 220 miles - 354km.

In 2022 less than 60 people signed up 
for this challenge. This year there is 
over 160... It's going to be pretty epic!

We will be riding for Ambitious About 
Autism. If you can, please support 
my fundraising efforts - every 
donation will make a difference 
to helping create a world where 
autistic children and young people 
are heard, included and supported.

With 2300km+ ridden already these 
year... I'm feeling eagerly determined to 
complete this. I mean, I booked a day off 
to ride 140km to Huddersfield and back.

What is autism?
Autism affects the way a 
person communicates and 
how they experience the world around 
them. It is considered a spectrum 
condition. While autistic people share 
some similar characteristics, they are 
also all different from each other.

Ambitious About Autism
Having started in 1997 with four pupils 
and they since grown to become a 
charity that has supported thousands.

They run specialist education schools 
and a college that focus on improving 
the quality of life of pupils and learners 
to enable them to learn, thrive and 
achieve. They also offer an award-
winning employment programme and 
training sessions which aim to empower 
individuals and organisations to become 
more autism confident and work 
successfully with autistic young people. 

Please 
add your 
donations 
here

Huge thanks in advance, Fiona

https://ambitious220.ambitiousaboutautism.org.uk/fundraisers/fionafinchett/manchester-to-london
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A reminder to complete the 
Planit Equality, Diversity and 
Inclusivity (EDI) survey circulated 
in the newsletter last week. 

The survey takes ten minutes to complete, so please 
try and make some time to take part. Deadline for 
responses is this Friday 3rd March. The results will 
help steer our EDI initiatives going forward, so it 
would be great to gather as much data as we can 
to inform this. If you have any queries, please don’t 
hesitate to grab one of us for a chat or send one of 
us or Alison an email. Thank you! Caleb and Victoria.

Practice

The Importance of 
Civic Spaces  
With Ben Young 
Ben has a passion for creating a community 
feel and aims to ensure that civic spaces are for 
the people, and that teams shaping place really 
champion and utilise shared space.

He wants to establish and 
consolidate ‘third spaces’ 
which he defines as; not 
work and not transactional, 
essentially community spaces 
that are community owned.

Ben notes the absence of these spaces in 
Manchester and says, “Although parks may offer 
successful third spaces when it is sunny, as soon 
as it is raining, these spaces become unusable.” 
For Ben, civic spaces are really important, “This 
is where the stuff of life happens” and therefore 
Ben defines successful places as “A community of 
people who belong to it, where spaces are owned, 
kept, and developed by the community itself.” Complete 

the survey 
here

Read the 
full interview 

here

https://login.microsoftonline.com/common/oauth2/authorize?client_id=c9a559d2-7aab-4f13-a6ed-e7e9c52aec87&resource=c9a559d2-7aab-4f13-a6ed-e7e9c52aec87&response_type=code%20id_token&scope=openid%20profile&state=OpenIdConnect.AuthenticationProperties%3DeyJ2ZXJzaW9uIjoxLCJkYXRhIjp7IklkZW50aXR5UHJvdmlkZXIiOiJBZVBPdTRfU3pEZU5xc2ktYWlyeVl6RFJWc1BZN3NubFc2S0Ixb0JHdHpPbkdWWkh2YmZKV0U0V1k2c0ppcDJoRjZjYjRTZEFyLWhybDE1VjgzNmMzUDQiLCIucmVkaXJlY3QiOiJodHRwczovL2Zvcm1zLm9mZmljZS5jb20vUGFnZXMvUmVzcG9uc2VQYWdlLmFzcHg_aWQ9Z1dLVGQzMDVPVU9FUkROOThoaGJDSWJ5eFMtSWJ2OUpnd0d3Ymh6UGRWaFVPVEJCVlZkRU0xbFZOa0kxUkZGUldGRkdSakZDVTBvek9TNHUmd2RMT1I9Y0M2N0RBMjg2LTRGMzMtRTc0My05ODAyLTgyNjZDNzRCQjRCNyZzaWQ9YWVjMzI2ZWItZjBjMi00YzJlLTliNDctZGVhZmZlNjY0YTFkIn19&response_mode=form_post&nonce=638127575349063794.NDhiMTRiMzktNTU4OC00YTQ1LTg5NzAtYjEyYjYxMDEwODczOWFmZTg0ZTgtNmFiNS00OTY4LTgwYjktYzlhODM2ZWYxNzBh&redirect_uri=https%3A%2F%2Fforms.office.com%2Flanding&msafed=0&x-client-SKU=ID_NET472&x-client-ver=6.16.0.0
https://www.linkedin.com/pulse/importance-civic-spaces-with-love-studio/?trackingId=cYOB0mtSR9WBlWUuqdQPsA%3D%3D
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Sketch 
of the week

Vision for Viaduct Street, 
Stockport 8 bid by Caleb

Project

Great feedback from 
Homes England
"Thank you so much for giving us the tour of 
Liverpool Waters and showing us the history 
and feel of the place, its graphical 3D rendered 
proposals, and discussing with us the many 
facets of such an enormous project. The quality 
planned into it is truly impressive. We came away 
fired up by the future of this part of Liverpool."
Lee Heykoop 
Manager, Master Landscape Development @ Homes England

Next week both, 
Sketch and Plant of the 
Week will be brought to 
you by Georgie's Team!
Time to get your 
thinking hats on.
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Plant 
of the Week

Plants in my 
Venezuelan garden
This plant of the week is brought to you by 
Adriana and her family back home.

Handroanthus chrysanthus
Also known as the golden trumpet tree in 
English or ‘Araguaney’ in Venezuela, it is a 
flowering tree species native to South America, 
including Brazil, Bolivia, Peru, and Venezuela. 
It is also the national tree of Venezuela.

The Araguaney tree can grow up to 25 meters 
tall and produces large, trumpet-shaped flowers 
that are bright yellow in colour. The flowers 
bloom in clusters and appear during the dry 
season, which in Venezuela is from December 
to April. The tree's leaves are large and contain 
five to seven leaflets that are oblong in shape.

In Venezuela, the tree is commonly used as an 
ornamental tree in public parks and gardens, as 
well as in urban and rural landscapes. It is also 
used in traditional medicine for its antibacterial and 
anti-inflammatory properties. Here’s a picture of an 
Araguaney in our street back home, taken by my dad.

Cattleya mossiae
Also known as Easter orchids, it’s called 
‘Flor de Mayo’ in Venezuela and it’s 
the country’s national flower.

Cattleya mossiae is known for its large, fragrant 
flowers that range in colour from white to pink 
and purple. The plant typically blooms in the 
spring or summer (hence its name!), and each 
stem can produce up to six flowers. In its natural 
habitat, Cattleya mossiae grows as an epiphyte, 
meaning it attaches itself to trees and other plants 
without harming them. The plant requires high 
humidity, bright but indirect light, and a well-
draining growing medium to thrive. It is grown 
widely throughout the country and can be found 
in the mainland as well as in Venezuela’s islands in 
the Caribbean Sea. Here is a picture of my dad’s 
orchids growing on a fern’s hanging basket!

Zingiber spectabile
This plant it also known as beehive ginger and is a 
flowering plant species native to Southeast Asia.

In Venezuela it goes by the name ‘Micrófono’ 
meaning microphone because of its shape. The 
plant is typically grown in tropical and subtropical 
regions as an ornamental plant, and it requires warm 
temperatures and high humidity to thrive. While is 
not a plant native to Venezuela, climate conditions 
are ideal for the growth of this specie and feature 
in many private gardens, it’s also one of my dad’s 
favourite plants! Here’s a picture of our outdoor 
garden, featuring some flowering Micrófonos.

Handroanthus chrysanthus

Cattleya mossiae

Zingiber spectabile


