
1Pl
an
it 
Te
am
 N
ew
sl
et
te
r

Team 
Newsletter
13th February 2023



2Pl
an
it 
Te
am
 N
ew
sl
et
te
r

Purpose, 
Mission 
and Values
With Andy and other members of the Strategy Board

This week we will be discussing the role of the 
Strategy Board and an update on the work it has 
produced so far, in the form of a first draft statement 
around our values, purpose and mission.

Planit’s values and purpose have crystalised along 
the journey to becoming a B Corp and EO business. 
To more effectively prepare us to tackle the global 
climate, social and economic crisis we face, we now 
need to further define the ‘north star’ which will 
guide us on our way forward.

We will be seeking your views on the work to date, 
as it is important that you feel a strong connection to 
it, are motivated and excited about the work we must 
do, and the change that we must collectively lead.

Rise and Shine

Do you have a 
project to share?

Let us know, to book in 
a Rise and Shine slot!
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Practice

B Corp Working 
Group: Customer
With Anna,Danny, Naomi and Rich

Following on from last week’s introduction to the 
Governance Working Group, the ‘Customers’ group 
is focused on the impact and value we create for our 
customers and how they fit with B Corp principles. 
Our group currently consists of Rich, Anna C and 
Danny. This is not the most obvious area for our 
work to fit in, as we do not refer to the clients, 
organisations, consultants and communities who we 
work with as customers. Many of the impacts and 
‘beneficiaries’ of our work are not direct, but indirect, 
which makes it more difficult to define and measure 
our work in these terms. 

Having met a couple of times to explore how, or if, 
we can gain more points in this area, it has become 
clear that our options are limited. However, there 
is potential to improve our scoring around Data 
Protection and Cyber Security. There is also a 
longer-term objective to improve our mechanisms 
for gaining ‘customer’ (Client) feedback, with the 
development of a project ‘wrap-up’ pro-forma. This 
is something which the customer team will work on, 
but it is unlikely to inform this year’s reaccreditation.

1.7
Customers

Cyber Security
Razorblue is currently working to reaccredit us with 
our Cyber Essentials certification. This is taking 
longer than anticipated as our old mail server needs 
decommissioning and there are still users accessing 
that mail. Once this has been done, we will be 
ready to roll out Jamf which is a new application 
for managing Apple devices. This application will 
ensure that trusted users can access company data; 
maintaining the highest levels of protection whether 
in the studio or at home. We are also employing 
MAM, which is a mobile application management 
tool which will allow extra security for those 
accessing company data and emails through their 
mobile phone, whether it be personal or company. 
Finally, Razorblue needs to ensure all applications 
on all devices are authorised. Any unauthorised 
applications will be deleted from your Apple device. 
We are expecting all of the above to have been 
completed by the middle of March 2023.

Data Protection
We recently commissioned a General Data Protection 
Regulation (GDPR) Consultant, to help ensure we 
have appropriate data usage and privacy procedures 
in place. Sam has already undertaken a fact-finding 
mission, to understand the full extent of personal 
data we control and process. The initial report 
assesses our current approach to subject access, 
data retention and data breaches as ‘moderate to 
good’. An appropriate level of GDPR training was one 
of the aspects we’d flagged to be addressed, so if all 
this seems unfamiliar, it won’t be for long! Sam’s work 
and training is due to be complete by April, prior to B 
Corp reaccreditation. 



4Pl
an
it 
Te
am
 N
ew
sl
et
te
r

Project

PlacED Academy
Written by Rebecca F

For those who missed Rise and Shine a few weeks 
ago, Planit is now a Gold Sponsor of the PlacED 
Academy, a free programme for young people 
interested in working in the built environment. 
Towards the end of last year, we teamed up with 
ARUP to facilitate a two-part workshop with the 
young people on a project of our choice. For this, we 
chose to focus on a 10ha area within the Liverpool 
Waters masterplan. The workshops were fun and 
engaging, allowing the voices and priorities of young 
people to directly influence and evolve our thinking 
for the site. Over the two days, we visited the site 
with the young people before delving into the design 
tasks, which involved creating a vision collage and 
then exploring more detailed design interventions 
through 3D modelling. It took us back to our uni days 
in messy studios, followed by pin up reviews and fun, 
yet informed discussions about the limitless potential 
of the site. 

We are closely in touch with PlacED, who run 
workshops, engagement and consultation sessions 
all year round and are always looking for a helping 
hand. Although primarily based in Liverpool, let 
us know if you’d like to be kept in the loop with all 
PlacED activities and we’ll be sure to pass on any 
opportunities / calls for support that arise! 

Read the 
full blog 
post here

https://planit-ie.com/news/placed-academy/
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Practice

Urban Design study 
trip to Sheffield
Meeting at Sheffield Library for a 
strategy meeting saw the day off 
to a productive one! Ben W spoke 
through the intentions for Planit's 
Regenerative Practice this year and 
the day was simply an excellent 
opportunity to catch up with Urban 
Designers across all studios.

Our meandering took us through our 
projects at Heart of the City (with 
elements due to be completed in the 
coming months), Leopold Square 
and the greater Sheffield Central 
Area Study up to Kelham Island.
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Sketch 
of the week

Sketch(s) of the week straight from Liverpool’s 
kitchen table! A collection of design development 
sketches for Woodside, Birkenhead.  

Project

Linotype
Matt and Fii visited Jon 
Male's Studio in Castlefield. 
All will be revealed at a later 
date... But, did you know 
Altrincham was home to 
the first industrial estate 
in the world and played 
a huge role in the world's 
newspaper revolution?
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Practice

Welcome Jake!
We welcome Jake Marshall to the Liverpool Studio 
as a Year Out Landscape Architect. Jake is a local 
lad from South Liverpool and graduated from 
Myerscough College where he was awarded Student 
of the Year.

He is passionate about sustainability and the 
environment, and made this a focus of his student 
project by challenging the status quo of what 
constituted an economic project and creating a 
rewilded country park as the hub for a beaver 
release scheme which could sustainably run as a 
rewilding visitor and learning centre, and he received 
a distinction.

He has a background in film from John Moores 
University and has a real passion for Landscape, 
following in his Dad’s footsteps in the industry 
(Graham Marshall of Prosocial Place). He also enjoys 
being outdoors and takes every opportunity to 
explore the UK’s countryside and National Parks.

We are excited to welcome him to the growing 
landscape team in Liverpool and look forward to 
working with him as he supports the many great 
projects we are delivering.  

Sketch 
of the week

North Park- Aire Park 
by Immi

BACKDATED
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Plant 
of the Week

by Emma T

Maidenhair Spleenwort 
(asplenium trichomanoides)
Nothing fancy and very common, but hardy and 
reliable, I spotted Asplenium trichomanoides all 
around the stone walling in the Lake District typically 
along streams. It really is a real bomb proof fern, 
growing in crevices between rocks. Its hardy all 
around the UK, native, evergreen, and has beautiful 
black stems with delicate foliage, perfect for a shady 
mix, any stone walling or a rock garden along with 
some mosses.

Next week both, 
Sketch and Plant of the 
Week will be brought to 
you by London!
Time to get your 
thinking hats on.

As it’s heart awareness month AND as Tuesday is 
day for matters of the heart, we thought something 
to help those hearts closest to you would be best …

Did you know, a 
person’s chance 
of surviving a 
cardiac arrest is 
tripled with CPR?
Over 30,000 people suffer an out-of-hospital cardiac 
arrest every year in the UK, but less than one in 
ten currently survive. Effective CPR can more than 
double a person's chances of survival. Around 80% 
of these cardiac arrests happen at home, so we're 
more likely to need to give CPR to someone we 
know, like a friend or family member.

The BHF's free new online tool teaches you CPR 
and how to use a defibrillator in just 15 minutes. 
It couldn't be simpler - you just need your mobile 
phone or tablet and a cushion to practise on.

Learn the steps of CPR

https://revivr.bhf.org.uk/?cjevent=5b8adbc4a92c11ed818b22bb0a18ba74&dclid=COXwhqDdiv0CFdcHBgAda-oCwQ
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Practice

Instagram Standish
Thanks to @glosorchards for supporting our plans to extend 
the orchard at Standish. Today we finished the planting and 
stock fencing around the 40 new heritage varieties, many of 
local provenance including apple, pear, cherry and plum.

We planted them on a 9m grid, which is slightly larger than 
recommended, but gives us opportunity to plant other 
crops between the rows or use cover crops to encourage 
natural predators and pollinators, and ultimately allowing 
future custodians of the land to plant new trees between 
the rows as these trees reach the end of their life.

Now back to pruning in the existing orchard and hopefully 
the prospect of another strong fruiting year.

Project

Sugar House Island
Chimney Walk at Sugar House Island is starting to 
live up to it’s name! Two of the three chimneys are 
almost complete and external works are in progress.

https://www.instagram.com/p/CnpRrXTMYPR/
https://www.instagram.com/glosorchards/

