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Rise and Shine

Social Value 
→ Projects
With Naomi, Louise, Eleana and Kev

Following on from last week’s 
Rise and Shine, we’ll be 
considering social value realised 
through our project work.

Concentrating on social value that is pledged at 
tender stage and becomes a contractual requirement 
on commission, we’ll look at the process for bidding, 
recording, tracking progress and possible outcomes 
of not realising a full quota. Then we’ll go through a 
couple of recent examples, discussing the benefits 
and challenges.

Louise and Eleana will be covering Ashton Public 
Realm Strategy Social Value, where we involved 
students at Ashton Sixth Form College in shaping 
Ashton Town Centre.

Kev will talk about the ongoing delivery of social 
value pledges made in association with the Our Town 
Hall project. The challenge oft tracking across an 
extensive, multi-disciplinary team and expanding 
expectation through project delivery.
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Practice

B Corp Working Group: Environment - Projects
With John W, Ben M and Tim F

Following on from last week’s introduction to 
the Environment - ‘Practice’ working group, the 
Environment - ‘Projects’ group is focused on 
the project work we do day-to-day, and how 
they fit with B Corp principals. For many of us, 
this will be the most obvious way in which you 
interact with B corp, through the schemes we 
work on, the people we work with and how we 
want to make the world a better place :) !

Our group currently consists of Georgie, John, 
Ben and Tim - although we are on the lookout 
for help to explore all things carbon!

One of the main goals for this group is to ensure 
that we have the right information about the work 
we do. B Corp asks us a series of simple questions 
on the type of projects we undertake, who it’s 
for, who it might benefit and how sustainable it 
is. To be able to answer any of this, we need a 
REALLY good record of everything we have worked 
on in the past 18 months. You can imagine that 
it’s quite a list of projects! For the first B Corp 
accreditation, this was a huge Excel spreadsheet 
that all the project managers had to fill in - it 
took ages to do - so let’s not do that again...

Thankfully, CMAP provides a way of gathering 
this information more easily through the ‘BCorp 
Questions tab’ associated with every project. Tim 
and Ben have already reached out to you for help 
on this just before Christmas (Dec19th edition 
newsletter if you missed it). If we can all look at 
the projects we are working on and make sure 
these questions are completed, that gets us a 
long way to the reaccreditation goal (for now). 

Looking beyond just these questions, the group 
is also challenged with improving our use of the 
Climate Positive Toolkit. This simple tool is potentially 
a useful way for us to test and explore the carbon 
implications of our projects. We are aware that 
right now its not perfect and lacks the materials 
and street furniture that we use regularly - so is 
a bit clunky. To help resolve that, the group have 
an initiative to improve it; fill it full of our favourite 
things, and hopefully help Pamela Conrad, its 
creator, to get it used more widely in the industry.

Beyond that, we will also be looking at how 
we ensure sustainability, climate change and 
design is considered and communicated to our 
clients - right from the start. Is there a Planit 
approach that we can develop? Is talking about 
a regenerative approach more appropriate 
and aligned with our company vision? 

19.9
Environment

Practice Projects

It’s going to be a busy 
year for the group!
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Projects

Levelling Up Funding!
Written by Danny and Fiona

We are delighted to hear that St Helens Council has been awarded £20m 
of Levelling Up funding for the transformation of Earlestown. We supported 
the LUF bid and are leading the public realm designs moving forward, 
which will include a new Market Square in the heart of the town.

Gateshead Council has also been successful in its bid to secure £20million 
of Levelling up funding which will be invested into The Sage arena, 
conference, and exhibition centre. This is a vital piece in the jigsaw for 
increasing opportunities for residents to secure long term sustainable jobs, 
promoting local business, restoring civic pride in the borough and bringing 
millions of pounds of investment to Gateshead and the North East.

Additionally, funding has been secured for eco-friendly projects in 
Oldham; including a learning centre at Northern Roots; a new Green 
Shoots business centre, and an Oldham Greenway. With the aim to boost 
opportunities for residents and businesses through better connectivity, 
sustainability, culture, innovation and job opportunities. This bid was 
one of only three successful bids from across Greater Manchester.

Visual credit © Virtual Planit

Visual credit © Virtual Planit
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↑ Cambridge Street Collective, Elshaw House, Pound's Park, 
Bethel Chapel and Leah's Yard  'Heart of the City 2' Sheffield

↓ First Breath, a light installation by Luke Jerram, pulsing to celebrate 
each birth in Manchester and Salford  Factory, Manchester

Projects

https://www.lukejerram.com/first-breath/
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Practice

LI Webinars

Has SuDs become 
mainstream?
Howard Gray addresses controversial SuDS topics. 
Howard Gray, PR & Specification Consultant For 
GreenBlue Urban, will discuss important issues in 
applying quality sustainable drainage systems on a 
national scale and the adoption of these components 
thereafter.
Learning outcomes:

1. The implementation of Schedule 3 - Flood and Water Management Act

2. How drainage tools can be used by every industry personnel.

3. How we can tackle the barriers of adoption.

4. Schedule 3 and what does it mean?

5. Preliminary surveys to dictate Topographical opportunities for SuDS

6. Using rainfall data to calculate volumes of water that need attenuating

7. Use of green infrastructure to attenuate and treat rainwater

8. Use of HydroPlanter Flex calculator

9. A multi-unit approach to create a SuDS train

31st Jan Plants, plants, plants
We require a lot from our plants in the CAD 
environment. We want them to be soft, organic 
and non-repetitive, but light weight and easy 
on the graphics card. We want them to be easy 
to work with but contain all sorts of data.

This session will look at how Laubwerk's 3D 
geometry makes it easy to use one single 
file for all different exports and how to use 
PlantPartner's extensive library of up-to-date 
plant data. We'll also share the best tricks for 
exporting to IFC and how to take advantage of 
Vectorworks Landmark's Existing tree tool.
Learning outcomes:

1. How to utilise Laubwerk plants in Vectorworks 
for both IFC and illustrations

2. How towork effectively with plant data

3. How to connect PlantPartner with Landmark plants

2nd Feb Environments without bias: 
Designing Gender Neutral Spaces
Studies have shown that teenage girls are 
significantly less active than teenage boys, 
with only 10% of girls aged 13-16 meeting the 
recommended daily guidelines of 60 mins of 
physical activity per day. It has also been found 
twice as many girls as boys feel unsafe exercising 
in their local park (49% compared to 26%).
Learning outcomes:

1. The Data Gap: The importance of research

2. Understanding the issues faced by teenage 
girls when using outdoor spaces

3. What does better design look like?

4. What are the priorities and added value

7th Feb

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/li-webinar-has-suds-become-mainstream-tickets-489411371587
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/li-webinar-plants-plants-plants-tickets-514265932247
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/li-webinar-environments-without-bias-designing-gender-neutral-spaces-tickets-514837020387
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Planit-IE  Land East of Axminster, Devon: Vision Document

31

1. Residential�Development�Area

2. Nutrient�Neutrality�Area�
(potential to include bio-diversity, 
wildflower meadow, woodland, orchards)

3. PROW

4. Millbrook�Parkland

5. Play

6. Community�Hub

7. SuDS�treatment�train�(bioretention�
–�swale�–�wetland�basin)

8. Swales�and�raingardens�
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Illustrative Masterplan

N

Sketch 
of the week

Axminster masterplan by Louise. Gracie heard 
her talking about the sketch of the week...

Next week 
both, Sketch and 

Plant of the Week will 
be brought to you by the 

Leeds Team!
Time to get your 
thinking hats on. 
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'Plant' 
of the Week

by Alex M

Things are starting to rumble into action down here 
at Standish, but they are very much in the planning, 
rather than doing phase at the moment

Vegan Potato Soup

Désirée potatoes (Solanum tuberosum)
I have just finished harvesting the last of the 
potatoes which may come as a bit of a surprise. 
Normally you would plant potatoes from March to 
April and harvest between June and October. It 
certainly was news to me that you could be pulling 
these tasty tubers out of the ground at this time 
of year, but when I found some seed potatoes in 
the garden centre in September I thought I’d give 
planting them a try and evidently it worked!

Below a recipe for a simple, but surprisingly 
flavoursome vegan potato soup

Serves 6

50g vegan spread (I used Pure)

500g potatoes, peeled and diced

2 medium sized onions, peeled and diced

2 or 3 garlic cloves, peeled and 
bashed with the flat of a knife

2 bay leaves

A couple of sprigs of thyme

1 ltr veg stock

125ml oat milk

Salt and pepper

1.	 Melt the Pure in a heavy based saucepan, 
then add the bay leaves and thyme followed 
by the potato, onion and garlic, season well 
with salt and pepper. Stir well to coat in 
the Pure then reduce the heat and sweat 
for about ten mins with the lid on. 

2.	 Bring the stock to the boil and add 
to the pan when the vegetables have 
softened but not coloured, continue to 
simmer for another 10 to 15 mins.

3.	 Add the oat milk and then puree, don’t forget 
to remove the bay leaves and thyme stalks 
beforehand otherwise your soup will be bitter.

4.	 Check the seasoning and serve.

5.	 I like to make some herby croutons to 
sprinkle on top to add a bit of texture. 

6.	 To make preheat the oven to 200°C put some 
slices of bread on a baking tray scatter some 
rosemary sprigs and a few lightly bashed 
garlic cloves (still in their skin) around them 
and drizzle with a little olive oil and flaky 
salt. Bake until crisp and golden turning 
halfway through, cut into cubes et voilà!


