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Practice

B Corp Working Group: Environment - Practice
With Josie, Julia and Matt S

As the Environment assessment area is so wide 
ranging, we have split into two groups; Practice 
and Projects. Within the Practice group Josie, Julia 
and Matt are looking at the wider impact of Planit 
and its studios. Our focus will be Planit’s impact as 
a business outside of our project work; from the 
decisions we make day to day such as the paper we 
use, and improving awareness and education of our 
team, through to monitoring and reducing our carbon 
footprint.

One of the larger goals for our group is to write 
and publish an Environmental Management System 
(EMS) - Imagine the QMS but more environmentally 
focused.

‘The EMS provides a framework that helps a 
company achieve its environmental goals through 
consistent control of its operations. The EMS 
itself does not dictate a level of environmental 
performance that must be achieved; each company’s 
EMS is tailored to the company’s business and goals.’

Once we’ve produced the EMS, it will become a live 
document to be reviewed and updated on an annual 
basis. It will develop and adapt to meet our evolving 
aspirations and practice objectives. A large part of 
this first stage is information gathering to create a 
foundation we can measure and set new targets 
against.

 We’ve decided a helpful tool for us to do this will 
be a questionnaire to gather information on each 
studio. Josie will be sending out the questionnaire 
to a representative in each studio. The responses 
from this will inform the production of both our 
Environmental Management System and carbon 
reduction plan. 

Over the next few weeks we will be working on:

• Drafting an Environmental Management System 

• Setting targets for reduction of our emissions

• Looking at our energy and water efficiency 
across the studios

• Gathering foundational information on each 
studio to base future actions on

• Updating and expanding our environmental 
policies and sign posting them for everyone

All of these actions will help move us toward Planit’s 
goal of Net-Zero by 2030, and ultimately become a 
better company for people and planet. As the climate 
emergency looms larger everyday, its essential we 
use our business to help towards a liveable future for 
everyone.

If anyone has any questions about what we’re up to, 
please don’t hesitate to ask!
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Projects

Place North West has been full of Planit projects this week…
By Linds

Work has begun on Animate, one part of the city 
council’s Harris Quarter Town’s Fund Investment 
Programme. Planit are delivering a terraced 
landscape, providing outdoor seating for Animate’s 
restaurant offer as well as integrated seating 
overlooking Preston’s covered Market. The 
proposals will also improve the pedestrian route 
to Preston Bus Station and along Lancaster Road, 
complementing the on the city’s open space 
network. Completion is scheduled for Winter 2024.

The decision to make SuDS mandatory by 2024 
was announced in by DEFRA yesterday in a 
review document of recommendations for the 
implementation of Schedule 3 to The Flood and 
Water Management Act 2010.  Stephen O’Malley 
(Civic Engineers) said: “We hope that mandating 
SuDS in new developments is just the start. If 
we can roll out well-designed projects, founded 
on nature-based solutions, hopefully, we will be 
able to gather the evidence that demonstrates 
their benefits so confidence, skills, supply chains, 
and wider systems grow and ultimately this 
approach expands to retrofitting SuDS too.”

It’s great to see the reference to the scheme at 
UCLan where we had the opportunity to help 
reclaim a great amount of carriageway area to 
make way for a new heart of the UCLan campus in 
the middle within the streetscape. The benefits of 
urban green and blue infrastructure are huge, when 
an integrated design approach is taken. UCLan as 
a client and Lancashire County Council saw the 
opportunity here and the design teams on both 
schemes – the streetscape and the new square- 
got to design the place almost from scratch.

Read more about 
Animate here

Read more about 
SuDS becoming 
mandatory here

https://www.placenorthwest.co.uk/ground-breaks-at-45m-preston-city-centre-leisure/
https://www.placenorthwest.co.uk/sustainable-drainage-systems-to-become-mandatory/
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Projects

Jersey Wharf 
Update!
With Sarah B

The proposed Jersey Wharf mixed use development 
in Ancoats will create a new high-quality public 
space with a waterside setting. The site is bounded 
by the Rochdale Canal along the south and offers 
an exciting opportunity to create a platform for 
activation along the promenade, attracting visitors 
for the city centre and wider neighbourhoods.

The landscape design knits together the different 
character areas, forming a cohesive and green 
link which ties into the wider aspirations for the 
neighbourhood, including the new Ancoats Green 
park. Access to the site is improved through a central 
gentle slope which leads users down to the canal 
from Jersey Street. Spill out space is provided for the 
commercial units alongside a generous and green 
route along the canal's edge. A private south facing 
residents garden is proposed with a positive and 
sunny aspect towards the canal frontage.

Read more about 
our work in  
Ancoats here

https://www.placenorthwest.co.uk/go-ahead-for-next-phase-of-new-islington-regen/
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Sketch 
of the week

Visualising the concept of providing tranquility to a 
space for people who work in the adjacent labs and 
office building of Alderley Park, by Kev

Next week both, 
Sketch and Plant of the 
Week will be brought to 
you by the UD Team!
Time to get your 
thinking hats on.

With Naomi?
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Plant 
of the Week

by Ruby

Bolivian Waterlily (Victoria boliviana)
This particular plant might be a bit off - piste, 
however I thought that in an ode to the year that 
has just passed, I would reflect on an exciting 
plant I was able to to see in 2022, that was only 
named that same year -  the Bolivian Waterlily. 

Victoria boliviana has been sitting in the Royal 
Botanic Garden of Kew’s Herbarium for 177 years. 
Previously mistaken for Victoria amazonica, 
in 2022 Victoria bolliviana was  scientifically 
proven as a new species to science. 

The Bolivian Victoria is the largest waterlily in the 
world, with leaves reaching up to 3.3 metres in 
diameter in the wild. It differs from other similar 
species also in the shape, size and distribution of 
features of the flowers, spines and seeds. They 
have long attracted great public interest when 
cultivated in botanic gardens for their massive, spiny, 
floating leaves, which are sometimes photographed 
supporting small children!  

Whilst these aren't the kind of plants you'll be 
putting in your back garden, they make for an 
exciting spectacle, and if you haven't visited the 
Kew Royal Botanic Gardens in London, I would 
highly recommend for an exciting day out! In 
particular, I would head to their climate controlled 
conservatories, which offer you a chance to see 
some amazing exotic species in the flesh (which 
would also look great on your instagram Soteris ;) )

Botanic artist Lucy Smith working on a 
watercolour diagram of the new species
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Did You Know?

It's Veganuary?
by Mark

629,000 People have signed up 
to Veganuary this year (130,000 
more people than 2020)

And even though we are half way 
through Veganuary its never to 
late to try a plant based diet!

One person being Vegan for 
one months could save

30 
animals

84m2 
of forest

274 kg 
of CO2

125,000 L 
of water

Last years survey 
responses say

46%
of participants 
said Animals were 
their number one 
reason for trying 
vegan.

74%
Were still eating 
meat and/or 
fish when they 
signed-up.

61%
Maintained 
a fully vegan 
diet the whole 
month.

46%
Experienced 
improved mood

49%
Experienced 
increased 
energy.

Before starting...

30%
planned to stay 
vegan at the end of 
the month,

but at the end of the month...

40%
of participants said they 
would stay vegan.

If you want to learn more 
about the benefits of a 

Vegan diet or simply reducing 
you meat and dairy intake, or 
want some help and advice on 
how to change your diet visit 

Veganuary.com
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Recommended

Gentrification Is Inevitable  
And Other Lies 
by Leslie Kern
by Julia

Gentrification Is Inevitable And Other Lies by Leslie Kern is a companion novel to 
Kern’s popular novel Feminist City, and investigates the subject of gentrification 
and the myths which surround it – such as that gentrification is an inevitability of 
growing and improving cities.

Kern explores through case studies from across world, geographical and urbanist 
research, and her own personal experience how gentrification is more than 
artisanal beers, yoga studios and eye-watering house prices. Gentrification is 
a far-reaching crisis which has lasting, generational effects on our cities and 
communities, displacing and impacting our most vulnerable people. The book 
poses the questions…

How can we ensure our cities have space for everyone, without displacing existing 
communities and pushing marginalised groups of people further away?

How can we as designers ensure that progress and changes to our cities do not 
result in gentrification and a loss of a place’s identity and character through our 
designs, client choices and consultation?

How as individuals can we take responsibility in rejecting gentrification when in 
some ways we are all complicit?

Gentrification Is Inevitable is an equally enjoyable and sobering read that I would 
recommend for anyone in the design profession wanting to be aware of the impact 
we make in our cities and communities at every step of the design process and 
down to our own specific choices.




