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People

Happy 5 years Ben!
Written by Louise

Ben arrived as a Graduate Urban Designer at Planit 5 years ago, wearing his 
famous orange puffer coat. Like many of us, Ben enjoys spending time in the 
great outdoors and takes this to the extreme with open water swimming in any 
condition…and of course without a wet suit.

Did you know that Ben used to work in the world of advertising before deciding to 
embark on a career as an urban designer? It has been our gain that Ben decided to 
make the move. Involved in a range of projects from masterplanning for Jacksons 
Brickworks, to the Radcliffe Town Centre SRF and Leicester Development Capacity 
Study. It was the project at Dunham Massey with the National Trust that has 
allowed Ben’s passion for all things regenerative design and sustainability to shine 
through.

Since joining Planit, Ben has welcomed the arrival of his daughter Nora and 
relocated from Cheshire to Bristol, joining Ed in the Standish Studio. Ben brings 
passion, enthusiasm and seeks to challenge at every opportunity. We look forward 
to seeing what you achieve ahead.

With Thanks, the Urban Design Team
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Socials Committee / Christmas Party
Written by Sarah H

With all the excitement of becoming Employee 
Owned, and upcoming events such as the Standish 
get together and book launch, there is a lot to look 
forward to this year and beyond!

From coming together as a practice to celebrate our 
25th year, through to studio socials and local events, 
we want the times we get together to count. With 
this in mind, and to spread the pressures of planning 
events, formation of an informal social committee is 
suggested.

It would be great to get a team together to 
brainstorm, budget, research, plan, execute and 
‘bring the fun’ to events on Planit’s social calendar. 
Ideally there’d be a representative and second 
from each studio, so we can share thoughts and 
ideas practice-wide. We’ll look to double this for 
Altrincham.

This is only an idea at the moment, so if you support, 
please let me know by COP Friday, so we can start 
setting up a group that can work on the END OF 
YEAR PARTIES!

Some studios have already started thinking about 
their End of Year Celebrations, which will be 
organised locally.

We’re looking for some fun, so parties will include an 
activity within the £75 per team member budget.

Celebrations may take place earlier in December, 
considering family time and holiday travel plans.

Let’s get planning!

Practice

Financial 
Wellbeing 
Workshop hosted 
by Cheddr
Written by Alison

7th November 12-1pm 
followed by lunch
What does financial wellbeing mean to you?  If 
you've been thinking about the increased cost 
of living, what to do with your pensions, or 
starting to save...join Erik Porter from Cheddr 
CIC as he shares tips and tricks to improve 
your financial wellbeing. 

Erik is a financial coach and consumer 
advocate who helps people to feel in control 
of their finances.  During this session, Erik will 
share initial results of our financial wellbeing 
survey (thanks everyone, we’ve had a great 
response) and spend time sharing tips and 
tricks to help you make the most of your 
money.  This is the first of two workshops. 
Details of the second workshop topic will be 
confirmed soon.

Josie has already issued an invite so make 
sure it’s in your calendar!
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B Corp

Using Business as 
a Force for Good
In a sector responsible for 35-40% of total global 
carbon emissions, there is huge scope to make a 
difference.

Collaboration is one of our industry’s strengths, 
and we now need to engage the skills we’ve honed 
on projects to take collective action that realises 
significant change.

How we can come together was the theme of 
an evening event we co-hosted last night in 
Manchester, with B Corps Pentameter and Ward 
Williams Associates, and soon to be accredited 
Buttress and Hemsec. The gathering was attended 
by leaders across Manchester’s construction industry 
who are in a position to influence change within their 
organisation.

Kev presented on behalf of Planit, sharing our 
advancement towards regenerative practice, and 
strong social ethos. These values have always been 
in our DNA, but the B Corp framework has given 
us a new sense of purpose and structure, so they 
underpin all our governance, decision-making and 
design innovation.
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Social Value

Waterside gardening 
at the London studio
Written by James

On Thursday 13th the London team got stuck into 
some overdue maintenance of the planting around 
the deck area. Working with resident Rob the Hebe's, 
Tree Ferns, Yew and Buddleia all had a good haircut. 
Rob took to his canoe to cut back from the wharf 
side!.

Social Value

Walking Tours with 
Matt and Anna
This week Planit took part in the Landscape Institute Campaign to Connect 
People, Place and Nature, hosting walking tours of our Lincoln Square and partially 
completed Albert Square projects. It was great to be able to talk about these 
projects in detail and share our stories about the design and delivery. 

The walking tours were part of a day of activities and field trips that also included 
tours of other Manchester schemes including Kampus, Castlefield Viaduct and 
Mayfield Park.
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Standish

Cider making at Standish
On the 8th October a 'core' group of volunteers gathered at our Standish Studio 
gatehouse for a quick fortifying coffee and slice of apple cake to await the arrival 
of local cider maker David Lindgren and begin harvesting the apples in the Orchard. 

The process of gathering the apples was made far more efficient by the use of a 
Panking pole (a hook on a long stick!) to shake the trees, to which we picked the 
fallen apples from the ground. It was great fun shaking the trees and watching the 
apples rain down. Amazingly no one had any Issac Newtonesque moments. After 
a few hours, we had gathered about 200kg of apples and it was time to call it a 
day. David took the fruit back to his barn to store in preparation of the cider making 
session the following weekend...

We arrived at the home of Bushel & Peck Cider to be greeted by David and begin 
the process of turning our apples into cider. The first step was to give them a quick 
wash and discard any bad fruit. Then it was onto milling them, before using the 
milled fruit to make the 'cheeses' to be pressed under a hydraulic press and collect 
the juice. Having pumped 100litres of juice into tank there was nothing left to do 
until April when (fingers crossed) the juice will have become beautiful cider! We 
look forward to tasting the outcome of our endeavours. 



8Pl
an
it 
Te
am
 N
ew
sl
et
te
r

Standish

Jacksons Brickworks 
gets the Green Light!
Written by Louise

A fantastic result that needs to be celebrated and 
key to elevating our profile in Manchester, proving 
our reputation as both lead urban designers and 
landscape architects on projects in Manchester. 
This is a strategically important site in Manchester, 
the redevelopment of this contaminated, brownfield 
site will provide much needed housing, a school, 
community hub and park in this part of the city.

This project was challenging in many ways, thank 
you to everyone involved for all your hard work, effort 
and determination.

 Helen, Ben, Hannes, Gillian, Fiona, Adriana, Eleana, 
Lauren, Jamie, Bea

Read more 
about it here!

https://www.placenorthwest.co.uk/huge-jacksons-brickworks-resi-scheme-greenlit/
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Did you know...

It's Black History 
Month? 
The theme for 2022 is Time for 
Change: Action Not Words.

To expand on this, the Black History organisation 
explains that ‘to get a better tomorrow, we can’t just 
focus on the past. The past is in the past.’

‘We can acknowledge and learn from it, but to 
improve the future, we need action, not words. We 
need to come together around a shared common 
goal to achieve a better world for everyone’.

As we’re heading into the last week of Black History 
Month we thought we’d share some resources so we 
can all learn more about Black History.

There are also events taking place 
across the country this month - find 
one here. (can be filtered by region!)

There are also several online 
events you can join this week 
too -  find one here.

Watch

Black and British: A Forgotten 
History with David Olusoga - 
various episodes available on 
Iplayer. 

Read

Akala, Natives. Race and Class in 
the Ruins of Empire

This is Book Love - The multi-
cultural bookshop

Afrori - Books of Black Origin

Listen

Black History Buff 

 

 

https://www.blackhistorymonth.org.uk/listings/
https://www.blackhistorymonth.org.uk/listings/region/online-event/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b082x0h6
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b082x0h6
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/36352480-natives
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/36352480-natives
https://www.thisisbooklove.com/multi-cultural-bookshop
https://www.thisisbooklove.com/multi-cultural-bookshop
https://afroribooks.co.uk/
https://www.blackhistorybuff.com/



