
1Pl
an
it 
Te
am
 N
ew
sl
et
te
r

Team 
Newsletter
29th September 2022



2Pl
an
it 
Te
am
 N
ew
sl
et
te
r

Practice

Farewell Jamie
Jamie joined us in 2018 from Tideway having worked all over 
the world bringing with him knowledge, wisdom and plenty of 
stories… He has been instrumental in growing and nurturing 
the team in London and was a particular source of stability and 
reassurance for the whole team through the Covid pandemic.

We will greatly miss Jamie’s design ability and 
his vast knowledge of all things landscape (and 
beyond). Alongside his technical knowledge 
we’ll miss Jamie’s stories, his Friday Tunes, the 
many links to guardian articles and much more.

There have been many highlights and we 
have included a few photos… Having not 
wanted to get on a bike in the Practice trip 
to Copenhagen it was a joy to then see him 
absolutely flying past everyone on the routes 
to and from the hotel. Always dapper and 
still looking ready for a meeting even when 
knocking in posts for a habitat survey. Cooking 
up a mighty pot of dhal at the Standish 
festival. His absence will of course also be 
profoundly felt by the team at Nibbles.

Jamie is going back to Tideway where he 
will oversee the delivery of the public realm 
spaces along the Thames, provided through 
the creation of the new super sewer. Planit’s 
loss is Tideway’s gain. We are sad to see 
Jamie go but wish him all the very best for 
the future. It’s been a pleasure. Thank you.
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Welcome to our new Starters

Catrin
Welcome to Catrin who joins us from B|D Landscape 
Architects as a Project Landscape Architect based in 
our Standish studio.

In her professional career, she has been involved 
with all stages of landscape design from concept 
design through to construction detailing and project 
handover across a variety of schemes. Most recently, 
she has been involved with medium-sized landscape 
regeneration projects for local authorities as well as 
designing and implementing a meanwhile park at the 
centre of the Glassfields development near Bristol 
Temple Meads Station.

Prior to beginning her career in landscape, she 
completed her degree in Geography before doing 
her Masters in Landscape Architecture. Her 
thesis focussed on the regeneration of Digbeth in 
Birmingham, a post-industrial landscape with a focus 
on implementing the circular economy into the wider 
masterplan for which she received a distinction. 
Outside of work, she enjoys working in her garden 
and is dedicated to competing in British 3-day 
eventing on her horse called Scoobs.

She is looking for a more purpose driven practice with 
ambitions to make a difference so hopefully she’s in 
the right place!

Yuan
Welcome to Yuan who joins Rob’s team as Landscape 
Architect. Yuan’s most recent experience was working 
at URBED as a Landscape Architect and Urban 
Design Consultant where she developed her interest 
in the importance of ethical design. Prior to that 
she worked for Bradley Murphy Design and Randall 
Thorp LLP so has experience of various forms, scales 
and landscape approaches. There she worked with 
in-house ecologists on a design code for biodiversity 
focused residential developments, landscape-led 
masterplanning for new towns and detailed soft and 
hard landscapes for residential projects in both rural 
and urban settings.

She completed her Masters at Sheffield and her 
BA in Landscape Architecture at Fu Jen University 
in Taiwan. She wants to create interesting places 
that are sustainable, ecological and climate change 
resilient with an artistic twist, an opportunity we can 
hopefully offer her at Planit.

When she’s not working, she loves spending time 
looking after her indoor and outdoor plants and 
playing piano (a duet with Rob?).

Vica
Welcome to Vica who joins Rob’s team as Project 
Landscape Architect. Vica has been working as a 
freelance Landscape Architect in Budapest for the 
last few years focussing on public spaces, especially 
small and medium-sized projects. She has previous 
experience working for other practices in Hungary 
managing teams of Landscape Architects delivering 
a number of public realm and garden schemes. Her 
work has included a new family park at Budapest Zoo. 
She led a Landscape Architects Club for freelancers 
for three years and is especially interested in artistic 
detail design and planting plans.

Her portfolio included beautiful examples of her 
watercolours and charcoal drawings.

Vica moved to the UK just last week to join Planit so 
please help her in getting to know the area as well as 
the Planit team.
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Opening of 
Globe Point!
Written by Dom

Phil and I joined the opening party of Globe Point 
on Wednesday and it was a great event. CEG 
welcomed consultants, contractors and all other 
collaborators to take some time to appreciate the 
effort that everyone had made to complete what 
is a landmark building for this part of Leeds. It is a 
commercial office block, but is unique in its quality 
and offer for this area. The red brick of the building 
fits in with the vernacular of the south bank, a 
light granite mix to the south of the building adds 
softness, and a dark granite mix in the street to 
the west offers industrial character. Globe Point 
forms the first phase of the CEG Temple Masterplan 
and was designed and delivered by FCBS.
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St Helens 
Town Centre
Written by Danny

We're delighted to be a key part of the team 
designing the public realm for Phase 1 of 
the St Helens town centre regeneration. We 
welcome this key milestone and look forward 
to working alongside St Helens Council and 
wider design team in taking this forward.

https://bit.ly/3LNGy66

Visuals © Virtual Planit

https://bit.ly/3LNGy66
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Huge congratulations to Pete as he completes his 1000mile pedal to Vestre’s The Plus!

With such an epic expedition comes 
careful adaptation, Pete assessed his 
legs and distance to go to Hamburg, 
and made the decision to double back 
on himself and catch the train over 
to Copenhagen from Bremerhaven. 
Eagerness for early miles on 
familiar roads, brought rookie errors. 
Luggage was misplaced. Digging 
deeper on day eight, Pete powered 
another 108miles through his legs.

Day 9 
Falling short on miles, he began a 
heavy day nine in the saddle a little 
earlier before arriving in Halmstad for 
a much deserved breakfast. Another 
120miles completed with plenty of 
sunshine, Pete was thankful of an 
Airbnb snooze in Stenungsund.

Day 10
Day ten brought another beautiful 
morning with plenty of vistas to 
ponder on with the addition of a 
mention on BBC Radio 6 Music. 
Just one day to go and plenty 
more climbing routed, Pete made 
sure to have an easy evening 
with plenty of rest, after a day 
fuelled by pasta and pizza.

Day 11
Having ridden 10 day consecutively, 
Pete reflects on his reasons for 
completing this challenge. Refuelling 
his own batteries, carbon offsetting 
for the planet and the raising of 
money for Team Dansfield

Day 12 (BONUS 
DAY)

The last 6 miles 
The Plus!

https://bit.ly/3Uya6sm
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Recommended

Flourish Book
By Rihards

What does ‘regenerative thinking’ really mean? 
Sarah Ichioka and Michael Pawlyn provide a 
brilliant summary of current practice and key 
concepts in regenerative practice. Setting out 
how principles such as being ‘a good ancestor’, 
thinking in systems and employing biophilic design 
apply to the built environment. It’s also full of 
great examples of communities and practitioners 
implementing many of these ideas in practice - it 
certainly seems like the tide is shifting! This is 
a great read for anyone wanting to wrap their 
head around regenerative practice but put off by 
the many alternative and seemingly competing 
definitions and abstract ideas out there.

https://www.flourish-book.com/

Flourish Podcast
By Ben

To accompany the book, there is a podcast hosted 
by the authors, in conversation with thought leaders 
whose ideas are explored in the book. The podcast 
introduces core concepts of regenerative thinking 
in a really relatable way, and the episodes are great 
commute-length insights into how we can start 
applying these big ideas to our day-to-day work. 

I particularly recommend the episodes with 
Kate Raworth of Donut Economics and Roman 
Krznaric, author of the Good Ancestor. They 
offer up techniques to challenge conventional 
thinking which could make brilliant tools for re-
directing clients and overcoming business-as-
usual attitudes. They could also be deployed 
as consultation/co-design tools to reach more 
regenerative solutions for the common good.

https://www.flourish-book.com/
flourishsystemschange-podcast

 

https://www.flourish-book.com/
https://www.flourish-book.com/flourishsystemschange-podcast
https://www.flourish-book.com/flourishsystemschange-podcast
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Plant of the Week!

Erodium 
The storksbill
Written by Pilar

It is a bit strange not to find Erodium 
in more planting schemes.  It is 
extremely long flowering – I remember 
it flowering well into December at 
one of the gardens I worked for – has 
very attractive foliage, some are 
evergreen, and it needs minimal input.  
All in all, one for the ‘sustainable but 
beautiful’ plant list.

You will see it looks very similar to 
a Geranium and that is because 
they belong to the same family, the 
Geraniaceae. But I like Erodium better 
because I find it has a bit more of a 
suave feel to it. The foliage can be 
a bit more defined with a touch of 
composure and elegance compared 
to the more familiar Geranium. But 
yes, it’s true, you don’t see them 
much and that is because not many 
nurseries grow them.  There is no 
reason for this really as they are 
very easy to grow and are great 
performers.  This is a Mediterranean 
plant that will work very well in the 
front spaces of a border but it won’t 
like waterlogged sites.  So, if you 
want an alternative to Geranium, look 
at Erodium.

↑ Erodium x variabile ‘Roseum’

← Erodium reichardii ‘Album’

→ Erodium ‘Fran’s Delight’

↓ Erodium trifolium ‘Sweetheart’


