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B Corp

B Local Social
Standard Practice hosted a 
bulb planting workshop at Plant 
NOMA on Thursday, to bring 
Greater Manchester B Local 
group members together.

Andy introduced the community gardening 
project and various initiatives, whilst Liz got 
everyone twisting out cores of earth and planting 
Fritillary bulbs; a delightful addition alongside 
Trinity Way to look forward to in spring.

The B Corp community is an invaluable source of 
support and shared knowledge to draw upon and 
contribute to. Discussion covered reaccreditation 
intel, which is pertinent as we approach our July 
2023 anniversary, and we welcomed new B Corp, 
Social, which gained accreditation in July this year.
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Northwich Framework

Picked for 
Northwich 
development 
framework 
With many team members 
residing in Northwich, we're 
delighted to have been appointed 
to create “a practical toolkit” to 
guide joined-up regeneration 
proposals in Northwich.

The aim of the Northwich framework will be 
to provide a practical toolkit for Cheshire West 
and Chester Council and future developers and 
investors as they take forward regeneration 
proposals within the town, ensuring that 
investment decisions in Northwich town 
centre are not progressed in isolation.

The council wants the framework to be data-led, 
allowing the development of a holistic approach to 
the future of Northwich town centre, considering 
people, place, environment, transport and 
movement, economy, housing, health and wellbeing.

As featured in Place North West here

Altrincham Studio

Cycle 
September 
Feeling inspired by 
Pete's epic journey to 
Oslo, Altrincham's Urban 
Design team (with the 
help of Fii) devised a plan 
to support some new 
commuters on two wheels.

Fii pulled an old Women's Raleigh 
bike out of storage and with some 
adjustments to saddle height, both 
Adrianna and Caleb were set to ride 
down the canal from Manchester 
City Centre to Altrincham (15km).

Meanwhile, south of the studio, Fii 
cycled from Sale to Northwich to pick 
up Eleana and Louise with a lovely ride 
back on the quiet lanes and through a 
blissfully peaceful Tatton Park (28km).

Thursday saw a lot of smiley faces in 
the studio with a refreshed outlook on 
the enjoyment of sustainable travel.

Watch us jump up the leader-board

A full cage 
at Altrincham!

https://www.placenorthwest.co.uk/planit-ie-picked-for-northwich-development-framework/
https://www.lovetoride.net/gm/event_results/324/challenge_company_results?locale=en-GB
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Liverpool Waters → #ThePlus

And he's off! 
Romy Rawlings from Vestre 
and our Liverpool team saw 
Pete off on Friday afternoon 
from Liverpool Waters.

A huge good luck Pete, 
we wish you fair weather 
all the way to Oslo!

Read more about his venture 
and have a nosy through the kit 
on his NorthRoad Explorer here

https://bit.ly/3xfwNr9
https://bit.ly/3xfwNr9
https://bit.ly/3xfwNr9
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Plant of the Week!

The Umbrella Bamboo 
fargesia murielae
Writen by Pilar

And now for a bit of fun, bamboo. I don’t know 
why, maybe because it is seen as an exotic 
or maybe it is because of its playful foliage 
dancing in the breeze, but bamboos have always 
seemed to me like the fun bit in the garden.  

One of my earliest moments of horticultural 
learning, involved bamboo.  Like a child 
discovering something amazing, I still get excited 
when I do ‘the check’ to identify bamboo.  

From a very basic perspective, there are two types: 
runners and clumpers.  Phyllostachys are ‘runners’, 
meaning that they spread like crazy. They look very 
similar to other bamboos but if you run your fingers 
along the stem or for the botanical term, culm, and 
you find it has a ridge, then it is a Phyllostachys.  
And most importantly, you will know it is a ‘runner’.

But this doesn’t mean you can’t include it in 
your planting schemes.  Just chose the right 
one and place it in a contained environment.  

This week I had a request for plants that would 
work well in an integrated planter for a commercial 
building project.  The idea was to create a nice green 
space for people to use while on their lunch break 
in a terrace or large balcony setting.  I looked at 
the concept drawings and I immediately thought of 
Fargesia murielae, the umbrella bamboo.  The good 
news is that it is not a ‘runner’ but is still great for 
containers.  It is evergreen, quite hardy and if you 
need a smaller version F. murielae ‘Luca’ is perfect.

I hope you’ll join the club and try to identify bamboos 
and Phyllostachys every time you see one!

← 
fargesia murielae 
‘Luca’

← 
fargesia murielae 
‘Rufa’

→ 
fargesia murielae
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Did you know...

Billionaire No More: 
Patagonia Founder Gives 
Away the Company
Rather than selling the company or 
taking it public, Mr. Chouinard, his wife 
and two adult children have transferred 
their ownership of Patagonia, valued at 
about $3 billion, to a specially designed 
trust and a nonprofit organisation.

Read 
more 
here

They were created to preserve 
the company’s independence and 
ensure that all of its profits — some 
$100 million a year — are used to 
combat climate change and protect 
undeveloped land around the globe.

The unusual move comes at a 
moment of growing scrutiny for 
billionaires and corporations, whose 
rhetoric about making the world a 
better place is often overshadowed 
by their contributions to the very 
problems they claim to want to solve.

At the same time, Mr. Chouinard’s 
relinquishment of the family fortune 
is in keeping with his longstanding 
disregard for business norms, and 
his lifelong love for the environment.

“Hopefully this will influence a new 
form of capitalism that doesn’t 
end up with a few rich people 
and a bunch of poor people,” Mr. 
Chouinard, 83, said in an exclusive 
interview. “We are going to give 
away the maximum amount of 
money to people who are actively 
working on saving this planet.”

https://www.nytimes.com/2022/09/14/climate/patagonia-climate-philanthropy-chouinard.html



