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Rise and Shine

Volunteering 
in Sri Lanka
Presented by Soteris Yerosimou

After many requests from some of the 
Planit team, this week’s Rise and Shine will 
be a presentation from new starter Soteris 
about his time volunteering in Sri Lanka. 

For the month of June Soteris had the 
chance to volunteer for Travelteer, working 
on their conservation of Marine and Wildlife 
programme. Travelteer have a long-term 
strategy to re-generate key areas of rainforest 
and maintain and protect coral reefs and 
the marine life in the Southern Province of 
Sri Lanka. Some of the areas Soteris was 
involved with were caring for sea turtles, 
releasing them, helping with beach and 
river clean ups, planting indigenous trees 
and creating artificial nests for tree frogs.

PLANT NOMA

Presented by 
Andy, Ben and Liz

Recently 
Completed 
Projects

Presented by Rob, 
Julia and Victoria

21st September

28th September



4Pl
an
it 
Te
am
 N
ew
sl
et
te
r

Alderley Park

Plans submitted
Bruntwood SciTech - a 50:50 joint venture between Bruntwood and Legal & 
General - has submitted a planning application to deliver two new buildings for 
lab and office space at Alderley Park, Cheshire, totalling around 200,000 sq ft.

Externally, the new scheme includes our plans to incorporate an area of 
extensive public realm designed to inspire. It will include gardens and breakout 
areas that will be accessible and inclusive, designed to encourage collaboration. 

Visuals created by Virtual Planit.

Read more here

Future High Street

A visit to 
Hargreaves Foundry
Written by Jakir 

Part of our site visit to Halifax for the ‘Future High Street’ project entailed 
an interesting presentation at an Iron Founders - the Hargreaves Foundry. 
Upon our proposals to provide play and sculptural elements for a trail 
along the town of Halifax, there was pleasant surprise at the versatility 
and durability of what can be cast at this foundry, but most importantly, 
the sustainability. The materials are 100% recyclable and with Iron 
being the 4th most common element in the earth’s crust, it is highly 
sustainable! See images for examples of sculptures made at the foundry!

https://bruntwood.co.uk/news/plans-submitted-for-ambitious-new-life-science-and-tech-developments-at-alderley-park/
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Central Park

Plans in for 
Liverpool Water's 
Central Park
If approved by Liverpool City council, Central Park 
will have gardens, sports areas and spaces geared 
towards supporting local wildlife. Creating the park 
would involve planting more than 1,000 trees.

The submission calls for consent to create 
the infrastructure required to build residential, 
commercial, retail and leisure space at the 
Central Docks district, the largest of Liverpool 
Waters’ five neighbourhoods. Our plans also 
outline a new street infrastructure, green spaces 
and public realm as well as the 2ha park.

Our vision would improve walking and cycling 
connectivity from Liverpool city centre to Everton 
Football Club’s stadium at Bramley Moore Dock.

The park’s proposals include a children’s play area, 
community garden and in nearly 27,000 sq ft of 
open parkland, there would be wetland and coastal 
woodland planting. Our proposals also include plans 
for a toilet block and three shelters with seating.

More than just a park, the submitted planning 
application also calls for new infrastructure 
for car, cycling and pedestrian travel ways, 
including two bridges. These streets would 
have rain gardens and footpaths.

Visuals created by 
Virtual Planit.

As featured in 
Architects Journal, 
read more here

https://www.architectsjournal.co.uk/news/planit-ie-submits-plans-for-central-park-in-5bn-liverpool-waters-development?utm_term=Autofeed&utm_medium=Social&utm_source=Twitter#Echobox=1662545999
https://www.architectsjournal.co.uk/news/planit-ie-submits-plans-for-central-park-in-5bn-liverpool-waters-development?utm_term=Autofeed&utm_medium=Social&utm_source=Twitter#Echobox=1662545999
https://www.architectsjournal.co.uk/news/planit-ie-submits-plans-for-central-park-in-5bn-liverpool-waters-development?utm_term=Autofeed&utm_medium=Social&utm_source=Twitter#Echobox=1662545999
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Great Northern

Plans to bring the 
Grade II* listed Victorian 
Warehouse building 
back to life
Manchester City Council’s 2017 Strategic 
Regeneration Framework (SRF), that was updated 
in 2019. The update laid out ambitions for this 
key city centre site to establish it as a ‘cultural, 
business and residential’ destination, by improving 
its pedestrian connections to the rest of the city, 
removing the unsightly 1990s additions of car 
park ramps and the ‘leisure box’ which houses 
the cinema, and looked to add medium scale 
residential buildings at the south of the site.

After eight years thinking, listening and rethinking, 
our plans have been shared which include a 
redesign of the public square in front of the 
Warehouse creating a green oasis for the city 
with spaces designed for work, rest and play.

Repurposing of the Warehouse’s upper 
floors into 130,000-sq-ft of high-quality 
office space that respects and upgrades 
the existing architecture and structure.

Opening new pedestrian routes through 
the site, will improve connectivity to the 
wider city centre, and creating more spaces 
for community activity and greenery.

Retention, refurbishment and access improvements 
to Deansgate Mews, will create space for 
local independent businesses to flourish.

The removal of the 1990s ‘Leisure Box’ extension 
and cinema while retaining much of the existing 
multistorey carpark will minimise unnecessary 
wastage and material off site. Significant quantities 
of the material removed will be recycled offsite.

Previous public consultation exercises have revealed 
what the local community would like to see from the 
redevelopment of the site, with more greenery and 
public space, a vibrant village feel and celebration 
of the Warehouse’s heritage being named priorities.

Public consultation events will be held at 
the Village Hall onsite at Deansgate Mews, 
on 7th, 10th, 15th and 18th September.

Read more here

https://aboutmanchester.co.uk/plans-revealed-for-the-redevelopment-of-manchesters-great-northern/
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Plant of the Week!

The alternative to 
alchemilla mollis
Writen by Pilar

There’s nothing wrong with a staple.  
There’s nothing wrong with loyalty.  On 
the contrary, in my humble opinion, 
loyalty is a great quality to have. 
Something that I hope for in my closest 
people. But showing loyalty and passion 
for a plant doesn’t mean it has to be in 
every single one of my planting schemes. 

I’ve had some friendly studio discussions 
recently about Alchemila mollis. Beth 
Chatto describes it in her plant profiles 
as ‘invaluable’ and it’s such a lovely, 
reliable plant that you never get tired 
of it.  But, when I see it in every single 
planting scheme on my way to the 
supermarket, or in fact, everywhere I go, 
it makes me think about poor diversity.  
The repetitive use of Alchemilla mollis 
as a reliable staple to fill in the gaps 
reduces that diversity and my sense of 
enjoyment on the way to the shop. 

Every garden or planting scheme 
should have its own character and one 
of the ways to achieve this is by being 
creative with choice through research.  

You will find that there are many 
perennial alternatives to Alchemilla mollis 
but if you really want to stick with this 
genus because of the sense of comfort 
you get from the ‘familiar’, then maybe 
try a different species or cultivar.  There 
are 700 species of the genus Alchemilla 
and I know you can’t find them all in 
our nurseries but there are some nice 
ones out there that might surprise you.

I hope these will still make you 
feel safe and comfortable, it is 
after all the Lady’s Mantle!

Alchemilla alpina with its 
distinctive foliage.

← 
Alchemilla 
erythropoda, smaller 
and even greyer 
than A. mollis.

← 
Alchemilla 
ellenbeckii, the 
creeping Ladies 
mantle, great 
ground cover.

→ 
Alchemilla 

glaucescens, not 
easy to find but 
worth keeping an 

eye out for.
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Did you know...

Pete is putting the miles 
in this September!
The Dransfield Foundation Tour of Europe
Nineteen riders took on the final leg of the 
Dransfield Tour of Europe ride last week 
–  after their epic journey had taken them 
across Europe, picking up a leg of their 
journey every year since June 2007.

The 14th and final leg of the charity event 
saw the riders cover 335 miles cycling from 
Newcastle to London – where the marathon 
fundraising effort started. More than £546,000 
has been raised for charity since that first ride 
from London to Paris and 5,000 miles covered.

As well as raising funds for St Luke's 
Hospice in Sheffield the ride will also raise 
money for The Dransfield Foundation 
and Action Against Cancer.

Pete joined the crew on both Thursday and 
Friday of last week for not only support 
but as a ‘warm-up’ to his mammoth 
solo cycling challenge to Oslo.

1000 miles to Vestre's 'The Plus'
At the end of this week Pete embarks on 
a mammoth cycling challenge where he’ll 
ride 1000miles+ to reach the opening 
event of Vestre's 'The Plus', the world’s 
most sustainable furniture factory. From 
Liverpool Waters through the Netherlands, 
Germany, Denmark, Sweden and Norway.

With sustainability at the heart of everything 
we do, it felt inappropriate to fly to the new 
factory and he instead opted to cycle.

Stay tuned, we’ll share more of Pete’s 
cycle route, what’s in his kit bag and 
just how he’s feeling about the prospect 
of sleeping in a tent for 10 days.

Donate 
through 
JustGiving 
here

https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/Dransfield-Foundation?utm_campaign=lc_frp_share_transaction_transactional_--_donation_received_--_nth_donation&utm_content=051c7fb5-95df-4cc4-b358-46ee208b82cc&utm_medium=email&utm_source=postoffice&utm_term=1662627730022
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