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People

More fond farewells!
Helena
Written by Phil

Farewell Helena. A huge thank you for all your 
help in Leeds and latterly Altrincham. You 
were a great addition to the Leeds Studio 
and we hope your jump in the ‘deep end’ has 
broadened and developed your understanding 
and appreciation of landscape. It was great you 
were able to see first-hand so many projects hit 
construction in the short time you were with us.

We wish you all the very best on your return 
back to Sheffield. A whole city now awaits 
you that perhaps you didn’t get to fully 
appreciate in undergrad! Have a great time!’

Lydia
Written by Anna M

This week we are saying goodbye to Lydia our 
resident artist. Lydia has started a new model at 
Planit dividing her year with the Urban Design and 
the Landscape Team.

None was sure how this was going to work out at 
first but it was a total success. As much though that 
John didn’t really want to let her go. Since joining 
the landscape team Lydia has been sprinkling her 
artistic magic over various projects to everyone’s 
delight such as SIM, Great Northern, Block H4 
Sheffield, Solihull and MMU Library Bid and even got 
involved with some of the new NOMA planting. Her 
artistic characters have woven through lots of Planit 
documents and sparked a lot of joy. We have loved 
having her with us and will miss her. Best of luck for 
the next year at Uni and your future as a Landscape 
Architect / Urban Designer / Illustrator / Artist.

 

Bea
Written by Georgie

Coming hot on the heels of Sarah's departure, this 
week Team Rob says farewell to Bea. The last year 
has flown by, and we can hardly believe that it's 
time for Bea to return to Uni for her masters. Over 
the year, we have witnessed Bea's confidence and 
abilities grow and we hope the experiences gained 
with us will stand her in good stead as she continues 
her studies. She has been a dependable and integral 
team member working across numerous projects, 
large and small. Whilst we cannot take any credit, 
Bea's achievements at the Chelsea and Tatton 
Shows have to be her highlight. These phenomenal 
accomplishments are a reflection of her ability to 
design gardens with meaning and integrity whilst 
managing her time, the client, a tight budget, works 
on site and the general public! A fabulous insight into 
the life of a landscape  architect. 

We wish you all the very best for the next year and 
your future endeavours. We are sure your future will 
be a bright one and we will look out for more of your 
show gardens on the telly! Good luck Bea!
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Bike hub approved 
at Northern Roots!

Written by Georgie

This is great news for Northern Roots and 
will be the first intervention of many. A great 

facility for the adjacent communities.

Just a shame that, due to a Council procedural 
error, the main hybrid application was pulled 

from committee at the very last minute. We need 
to wait until October now for that one.

Read more here.

←

Belfast Linen 
Quarter has a 
new look!
This week the BBC shared images of Belfast 
Linen Quarter's new look, unveiling the city's 
efforts to boost footfall and reduce anti-social 
behaviour. Read more of what they had to say 
here!

https://twitter.com/bbcradiomanc/status/1562527325925031936?s=12&t=c6Z9Ld9FxKudVTwqqd8KEw
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-northern-ireland-62653411
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Standard Practice

Big Garden Party
We have already told you that Big Garden 
Party is happening. But we haven’t yet told 
you the-Who-the-What-the-Where-Nows.

We really should so here we go…

Give it to me straight...
Honestly, this event is nothing more than a fun packed 
and free to attend family friendly festival in Sadler’s Yard, 
celebrating city gardening and featuring live music, food, 
drinks and workshops all day from 11am - 7pm. 

That’s all you really need to know.

Just come down and get involved. 

However, if you hate surprises, read on…

THE 
     BIG
GARDEN 
PARTY

08.09 10.09.22

FREE 
TO 
ATTEND

THE BIG 
GARDEN PARTY

SATURDAY 
10TH SEPTEMBER
11AM — 7PM

A celebration of 
gardens in the city. 
Live music, cooking, 
family workshops, beer 
and flowers. 
Bring the family and 
your outdoor voice. 

BOTH AT SADLER’S YARD, NOMA 
REGISTER VIA EVENTBRITE

THE BIG 
GARDEN PARTY 
NEIGHBOURHOOD 
PREVIEW

THURSDAY 
8TH SEPTEMBER
12 — 2PM
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National Trust
We have the least animated member of the 
NT down in the yard (see it to believe it). 
They’re signposting you to a very special 
secret trip. Can’t really say any more than that. 
But trust us, you should trust the trust. 

Cloudwater
Never content to rest upon their laurels, 
Cloudwater will be operating not one bar, 
but two! The 10th September is actually the 
Harvest Moon AKA The Fruit Moon AKA The 
Barley Moon. Expect fruity IPAs and Barley 
Wine from these modern seasonal brewers. 

New Century
Have you seen this place yet? STUNNING. 

There is so much incredible food on offer from 
New Century’s new independent Kitchens 
that we couldn’t possibly list it all here. 
Check out their IG. Need we say more? 

Urban Worm
Worming their way onto your balconies in bucketfulls. 
Work as a team to put together a worm farm that 
you can (and will) feed with scraps of food.

Pulp Coffee
You know what might help you get around all 
our workshops and activities? Caffeine. 

You know who does a good line in caffeine? 
Our man Alex at Pulp. Find him in a shed 
called Dinosaur, drink him dry. 

Easy Peel
Putting the silent G at the beginning of 
NOMA. Construct a simple garden gnome 
with our garden gnomes Vinny and Tom.

DGHNT
Experience doughnuts without the vowels. They 
don’t event have O’s in the middle but they are 
fully delicious. Bring your own ooohs and aaaahs.  

Music
Pretend you’re in a film, and the film is being 
soundtracked by some incredible live musicians 
all afternoon. Expect a full compliment of 
musicians, with plenty of music coming 
out of them and their instruments.

Glam Rock Plant Pots
Have a hand, or two, in the production of two extra 
largish plant pots to sit outside Dinosaur. Roll a 
coil and add your layer, before somebody else and 
after another person (you're simply taking turns).

The pots are made from course crank clay with 
extra grog (tiny little rocks) in it to keep the clay 
true and stiff. This exercise is being guided by 
Joe - well dressed and refreshingly low-tech.

Heavy Metal Plant Supports
"It's important to support herbaceous plants before 
they flop, not afterwards" says Monty. Whatever 
order you're interested in doing things you are all 
welcome to take a length of rebar and bend it round 
a series of jigs to make a plant support. You can 
either leave it with us and position it in our dahlia 
bed or take it home to support your own plants, 
before they flop. Experience the heavier side of 
our own personal Joe in this live action activity. 

Mystery workshop
Plant NOMA gardener and secret dancer Liz takes 
you wandering around the NOMA neighbourhood. 
You leave the square empty handed but come back 
with a bunch of flowers. Magic? Misdemeanor? 
Horticulture? Find out on this wander of a workshop. 
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Art in the garden
Neil performs a highwire act where he walks 
a line between art and gardening.

He starts the exercise with one foot firmly in each 
camp, but without drawing breath, with a leap 
and a twist, you will find that art merges with 
gardening and Neil merges you with both. When 
it comes to enthusiasm for this sort of thing you 
can’t beat him, so you might as well join him.

Outdoor Provisions
Raising the bars to higher altitudes since 2018. 
Their bars and jars are landing with us in the yard. A 
carnival of snackery awaits. Let’s take this outside.

Pippy Eats
Pippy Eats and so can you once you’ve been 
shopping in her mini mart. You know when 
you attend an event and remember you have 
run out of Furikake? Problem solved. 

A Man Called Bruno
Reinventing on the wheel.

Have a go at throwing a pot with Bruno and 
enjoy it. Try it anti-clockwise, then try it 
clockwise, the skateboarders call it "switch". 

Woodland Animals
Paula manages a bit of woodland and reckons 
you will be able to make a woodland animal from 
wood from her woodland. We are intrigued. 

Hungry Birds 
Make a bird food dispenser with Greater 
Manchester's very own Easy Peel.

Imagine a selotape dispenser. Now imagine a 
selotape dispenser that administers seed.

Now imagine a selotape dispenser that 
dispenses seed that could be operated by a 
bird. You’re not even close. You’d better come 
down to the yard and see for your self. 

Cinderwood Market Garden 
Don't ask us how but Cinderwood Market Garden 
have come up with a way of making food without 
going anywhere near the shops. That's right 
they are growing actual edible food, on plants, 
in soil. Don't believe it? Come along and see for 
yourself. Vines, roots, stalks and leaves, these 
guys have got the lot, and they'll be available to 
buy at the event. Vegetables don't have to be as 
boring as your parents made them out to be.

Flower Bashing 
When an owl hits a window it leaves a perfect 
imprint of itself in dust. Bashing flowers against 
fabric does something similar albeit less macabre. 
Help us make a big Big Garden Party flag. 

Forrest Wands
Whittle poles of hazel and simply reveal what already 
exists within the wood itself, perhaps revealing an 
inner part of yourself whilst you do it, hopefully not 
your blood though. This exercise is delivered by 
Twiggy, which is ACTUALLY her name, good eh? 

Outdoor voices
There are a number of indescribable elements 
in store for the under-10s. If you’re reading this 
I’m guessing you’re not under 10 and there’s 
no point in me trying to describe this to you. 
Just bring your children along, they’ll get it. 
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Plant of the Week!

Arbutus unedo 
Strawberry tree
Written by Pilar

When it comes to choosing an all-rounder, Arbutus 
unedo must be on your list.  It is evergreen, 
salt tolerant, has purpose and beauty.  This is 
a Mediterranean shrub that can also grow into 
a lovely tree. You will find it growing wild in the 
Mediterranean, make sure you look around on your 
next holiday to the Balearics, it is everywhere.  
Pick its fruits on the spot, they don’t really keep 
well that’s why it is not so available in shops, 
but you can make jams and alcoholic drinks 
from it – it is the main ingredient for raki!

Focusing on ecological design, Arbutus 
unedo is a favourite. It can be used to restore 
depleted landscapes as a pioneer with a 
root system that can balance and steady 
poor soils.  It has purpose and beauty. 

But, for something really special – maybe with 
less purpose but more beauty – Arbutus x 
andrachnoides is the one to look at.  There 
aren’t many around, it is a hybrid so propagation 
is difficult. It has stunning cinnamon bark and 
it is definitely a show stopper.  There is one at 
Bodnant in North Wales, I couldn’t stop looking 
at it when I was there last time in November!


