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People

Congratulations 
on five years!
Molly
Fresh from University, Molly joined the team as a 
Graduate Graphic Designer over five years ago. 
Since then, she has grown in confidence and 
capability, to take a leading role on initiatives such 
as the recent template redesign and annual impact 
reports.

Calm, diplomatic and unerringly professional, she 
always provides stability in the periodically fractious 
and pressured run up to bid submissions, scheme 
deadlines and competition hand-ins. I write this as 
completion of Piccadilly Gardens proposals loom 
tomorrow – and know it will stand true as you read it 
on Monday.

With an ability to work well with all, it was no surprise 
that compliments flooded in from across the studios 
as part of the PDP process. I can’t thank you enough 
for all your hard work and dedication – it is so 
appreciated. With a desire to take a more prominent 
role on practice-related projects, we look forward to 
seeing what you will achieve ahead.

All the best and thank you Molly, Naomi x

Caleb
Five years?

Feels more like 5 minutes, but then if I think of all 
the fantastic projects that Caleb has helped steer 
- Stockport Resi, Ancoates, Sheffield, Stoughton 
and of course, the ongoing rollercoaster of Godley 
Green…it hardly seems long enough.

Its been a journey….from short back and sides to 
man bun. From suit and tie (interview on the hottest 
day of the year) to shorts and sandals….. what will 
you be like after 10????

Goodbye Lauren
We tried our best to convince her to stay, 
but after a fair bit of soul searching Lauren 
has decided to leave Planit to explore 
ventures new. She’s taking some time out 
from landscape to do some volunteering work 
and contemplate future career opportunities. 
Lauren has been a creative and thoughtful 
member of Kev’s team and a lovely presence 
in the Altrincham studio. We wish you all the 
best for the future Lauren, whatever path you 
choose we’re sure you’ll make a great success!

↑ Molly and Caleb's first day!

↑
 Evelyn m

ade Lauren 
her favourite cake
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Sugar House Island

A busy Island
Written by Sarah H

Hannah and I were invited to the grand opening 
of a dance and production school that has 
taken over one of the original warehouse 
buildings on Sugar House Island.

The party included speeches from the Mayor 
of London and Lord Victor Adebowale and 
surprise appearance from Ghetts! It was 
really nice to see the party spill out into the 
public realm and to have people and life in 
what is currently a quiet neighbourhood at 
the moment. Onwards, and upwards!
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Open Asset has 
some new additions. 
Round Foundry, Leeds!
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Standish Gatehouse

On a mission for the Autumn
If it’s not quite hot enough for you, go fetch a trailer load 
of seasoned wood-chip on your lunch break..!

We’re preparing our beds around the studio for planting this autumn 
and rather than the seemingly endless task of tackling the self-
seeded perennial weeds (dock, thistle, dandelion etc) with a fork, 
we’ve let them flower and are now cutting them back before they 
drop their seeds and will be using the same method of preparation 
as for our no-dig veg beds (recycled cardboard boxes topped 
with 150mm of wood-chip) and hopefully come November we 
should be able to plant straight through it, well that’s the plan.

Liverpool Waters

Plant ID'ing
Written by Emma T

We had the pleasure of Pilar spending 
some time in Liverpool last week, 
during which we visited Central docks 
and had a great time ID'ing the existing 
vegetation along with analysing why 
some of the new planting, which has 
been implemented on Jesse Hartley 
way, isn't doing so well! All of which 
has helped us workshop ideas for 
our proposed planting in the park!
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Red Bank, Victoria North

Green Light!
A £51.6m project to remediate a 25-acre swathe of the £4bn Victoria North 
masterplan known as Red Bank has been approved by the city council. The scheme 
– which will include land remediation, earthworks and change in site levels – will 
pave the way for the construction of 5,500 new homes and the first phase of the 
113-acre City River Park. Manchester City Council submitted a planning application 
for the remediation project in March and planning approval has now been granted.

Middlewood Locks 1m sq ft 
office phase to progress ↓

Many mentions in 
Place North West this week

Manchester pushes on with 
£33m Ancoats package ↓
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Plants of the Week!

This weeks theme: 
Plants that stink

This week’s is brought 
to you by Sarah B

Sea Holly

Eryngium maritimum
This distinctive flower gives that much-desired 
pop of blue colour during the summertime. 
The prickly blooms turn into globe-like 
thistles that have a unique power to make 
you think you're smelling.....dog poop. 

All parts of Sea Holly are edible. Medieval herbalists 
made preserves and candied the stems which were 
valued as aphrodisiacs. They were also sold and 
given to children in winter to ward off coughs and flu.

If you pick these flowers, be sure to rinse the scent 
off. They are often used in dried in arrangements.

Yellow skunk cabbage

Lysichiton americanus
Lysichiton americanus, is a plant found in swamps 
and wet woods, along streams and in other 
wet areas. The plant is called skunk cabbage 
because of the distinctive "skunky" odour that 
it emits when it blooms. The distinctive odour 
attracts its pollinators, scavenging flies and 
beetles. An example of this can be found in the 
woodlands of Dunham Massey, shown below. 

Bradford Pear Tree

Pyrus calleryana 'Bradford'
An American cultivar with an ovoid crown. 
Aside from its thorny seedlings and invasive 
growth pattern, the Bradford pear tree stands 
out for another unpalatable reason: Its smell 
can only be described as that of a dead fish. 

That smell serves a purpose, though, and it's the 
same purpose that sweet-smelling flowers serve. 
Any smell emitted by a plant is to attract pollinators.

However, the vigorous growth rate stretches 
the limit of the tree's structural integrity. 
Within 15 to 20 years, many callery pears split 
apart, often due to wind and ice damage.

 

 




