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Plant NOMA

Hands on!
Written by Helena

Last Tuesday, Lydia and I got the opportunity to go 
with Matt to visit the NOMA marketing Pavilion in 
Manchester for some hands-on planting experience. 
With the vision of lush green woodland planting in 
mind, we started to move the 1,300 plants towards 
the tiered beds at the front of the Pavilion.

Plotting out larger 5L pot species first such as 
Skimmia x confusa ‘Kew Green’ and Matteuccia 
struthiopteris provided a structure as we started 
to arrange the plants, moving from larger to smaller 
species in groups of 3, 5’s and 7’s. The planting was 
starting to take shape as we left, hopefully a return 
visit soon is on the cards to see how the planting is 
getting along! 
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Social Value

Work experience from Warren School
Written by Sam C

As part of the social values outreach scheme for the 
Padnall Lake project the London team welcomed two 
school students from Warren School in Marks Gate 
for a weeklong work experience.

Tito and Alexa started the week with a site visit of 
Padnall Lake with Frankie before learning about 
SWOT analysis and producing a range of diagrams. 
Tapping into their local knowledge they helped the 
team glean a better understanding of the constraints 
and opportunities of the site.

They also attended a workshop day with Mae 
(the Project Architects) where they learnt about 
masterplanning and developed designs for the 
Angel/Islington area. Tito and Alexa also had the 
opportunity to design the central play area at Padnall 
which they presented to the other work experience 
students at Mae and Stantec.

Over the course of the week, Tito developed an 
interest in visualisations and is currently exploring 
opportunities for further study at college and Alexa 
would like to pursue a career within Landscape 
Architecture. They both produced lots of great work 
and were eager to learn and develop their skills and 
knowledge. Two names to look out for in the future!

It was great to share what we do with two young 
people and to promote Landscape Architecture 
industry, especially as the students didn’t know 
anything about the profession before they started 
their week with us.
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Study Trip

To the Tower!
Written by Phoebe C

The London and Standish Studios visited the newly 
planted Superbloom at the Tower of London recently. 
The spectacle has been delivered by Nigel Dunnett 
and was inspired by the rare North American desert 
phenomenon, where dormant wildflower seeds 
germinate and blossom at the same time. It was 
great to experience first-hand the huge variety used 
in the seed mixes, and what was only one snapshot 
of a project that will continue to change as different 
species bloom throughout the summer. Being able to 
view the surrounding City of London towers framed 
by a huge sea of flowers was a particularly refreshing 
experience, given that this part of the city is very 
hard and notably lacking in any vegetation.
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Danny and Georgie reviewed 
the public realm at Chester 
Northgate. Looking good 
and nearly finished.
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Plants of the Week!

This weeks theme: 
Liverpool studio's 
milk bottles

This week’s is brought 
to you by Myriam 
and Jonny 

Marble Queen Pothos

Epipremnum Aureum
Queen M is part of the Araceae family which provides 
a beautiful leafy hanging plants with marbled heart 
shapes leaves. It seems that they can just grow 
forever, the stem can grow up to a meter. Native 
from tropical island in the Pacific Ocean, Queen M 
survive pretty well in our bright indirect lighted office!

Propagation is great! Where there is a leave, 
there is a node which is where it needs 
to be snapped. Most of the time you can 
see a little root sticking out as a clue! 

Very easy to grow to take care of and 
have plenty from one plant!

Lemon spider plant

Chloropytum Comosum
Lemon is part of the Asparagaceae family and is also 
a tropical plants that survives pretty well in our studio 
with our scouse bright indirect light! It has beautiful 
green leaves which turn silver when it needs some 
water and attention! This one propagates alone and 
when is happy just keep on giving new babies!

Lepis from La Paz

Lepismium Bolivianum
Lepis is part of the cactaceae family another lovely 
and robust hanging plants with delicate white 
flowers (in flowering season) and stems which can 
grow up to a meter. Native from tropical forest of 
Bolivia our ones are doing very well in their bright 
indirect light with the perfect balance of room 
temperature and humidity here in Scouseland.

Propagation is really easy: see where the roots come 
up snap there or just snap one of the stem and put 
it in water until the root develop. It is relatively quick, 
zero effort and loads of baby plants in the making!

 


