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Rise and Shine

Led by Ben W and Sarah H

Soil
Ben and I spoke about soil at Buro Happold’s Climate 
Conference in March and we are representing this 
for Rise And Shine this week, trying to provoke some 
discussion around how soil is treated and what we 
can do better. It sort of Stems from Ben’s move to the 
Standish studio and his new appreciation for all things 
soil related and I’ve just supported him in his journey! 

It would be great to hear from people regarding any 
projects you feel have gone well or gone wrong when 
thinking about treatment of soil. We really want this 
to be a discussion rather than a presentation!

Led by Dom, Jack and Mark

Exchange Square, 
Birmingham
Exchange Square in Birmingham is based around the 
strong narrative of fault lines dissecting the centre of 
the UK’s second city. A dynamic new public square 
above a podium is created. Working closely with artist/
blacksmith Chris Brammall we have developed sculptural 
wind mitigation pieces as primary focal points.

◀

If anyone is free on 
Wednesday evening 
it would be great to 
get a few Planit folks 
down to Sadler’s Yard 
and grow our little 
PLANT community 
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Practice

Results are in for the Planit 
Fantasy Football Premiership...
Congratulations to Joe Takacs on taking the fantasy football Planit-
IE Premiership trophy home to VP this year. Dom represented London in 
finishing second and Alex and Kieran showed up for the Finance team. The 
less said about the showing from the Liverpool team the better I think…

If you would like to be involved next time around look 
out for the invite before the season kicks off.

▶

Congrats to Mark who has been 
made ‘Clerk of Works’ in the London 
studio as they saw the arrival of their 
new growing area, made using an 
old palette! Can’t wait to see how 
the strabs and tommys turn out!
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People

Welcoming Pilar and Phoebe to Planit!
Pilar Medrano Dell
We are delighted to appoint Planit’s first Head of Horticulture and Planting, 
a role that will provide a valued addition to the Practice and our work.

Pilar has just completed her Master’s in Landscape Management at Sheffield 
University and has been working closely with Nigel Dunnett and James 
Hitchmough, who are pioneers in modern native and climate-adaptive planting 
and management techniques, and Pilar has spent her time soaking up that 
knowledge to add to her already extensive experience. From working in 
numerous roles across the RHS to being the first female horticultural lead at the 
Commonwealth War Graves commission, she has a unique set of skills, knowledge, 
and experience that we and our clients are in need of and can benefit from. 

As the practice works to clearly define its role, reach, and purpose for the 
years and generations ahead, we are constantly being approached to advise 
on subjects that we are passionate about, but perhaps not expert-enough in, 
yet. It is our intention to address that by continuing to build a team of experts, 
both within and close to the Practice, that give us that knowledge and critically, 
comfort and agency to challenge. Pilar will initially start in Altrincham before 
joining Ed and the team down at Standish as we continue to grow Planit’s 
Regenerative Practice Studio – taking the ‘LandLab’ to the next level. 

There are already many of us that have a good knowledge and understanding 
in horticulture and others who may not yet have had that opportunity to 
express their interest. We hope that with Pilar’s arrival will harness our 
collective passion and interest in plants across all studios, and projects of 
all scales will be enhanced to great effect. As a Practice-wide resource, 
it will be critical that she is introduced to as wide a pool as possible so 
please find the time to reach out - give her a warm welcome and introduce 
her to your projects; urban, rural, strategic, detailed and virtual.  

Phoebe Crompton
Phoebe has acquired considerable experience since she graduated with 
a Masters of English Literature at the University of Glasgow School of 
Arts and Sciences in 2012. Her travels have taken her to Toronto, Canada 
for four years, then on to Harvard University for intensive studies in City 
Planning and Urban Design. On her return to the UK she assisted with 
the creation of the Greater Manchester Spatial Framework as well as the 
coordination of Mayor Andy Burnham’s Town Centre Challenge regeneration 
initiative, both at the Greater Manchester Combined Authority.

Phoebe continued her Masters studies at the University of Sheffield and 
gained a distinction in Landscape Architecture. There she was also a research 
assistant studying the impact of Professor Nigel Dunnett’s work on green 
roofs and rain garden design and Helen Wooley’s children’s play spaces. 
Phoebe was awarded the Ares Prize for Excellence in Landscape Design for 
her final design project entitled Zoopolis: St. James’ Gardens, Liverpool.

Phoebe arrives at Planit from Townshend Landscape Architects where she has 
worked on a diverse range of projects including Lancaster Court-Mayfair, 55 
Bishopsgate and Devonshire Square-both City of London and the Talbot Innovation 
Quarter and Village-Bournemouth. We wish you continued success Phoebe.
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Tree
Cornus kousa var. chinensis is simple beauty. 
Grown as a big bush or small tree, the branches are 
covered in large white blossoms with a pinkish edge 
from early summer that tend to last through June. 
Stunning.

Shrub
Heuchera 'Sashay' flowers in June-July with small 
white blossoms, but its the contrast between the 
bright green top and lovely purple ruffle-y underside 
I love...Sashay away heuchera! 

Herbaceous
The list is almost endless for June flowering 
herbaceous plants, but this one is an eye-catcher! 
Move over purpurea and make way for Echinacea 
'Summer cocktail'. Anyone for a pina colada?

Plants of the Week!

This weeks theme: June flowering! 


