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Architecture and 
Storytelling

Led by Satwinder 
Samra and Pete S

2 Finsbury Avenue 
(2FA), London

Led by Hannah, 
Jack, Frankie and 
Yehan

Piccadilly Garden’s 
Competition 
and Approach

Led by Lindsay 
and Pete S

11th May 18th May 25th May

Piccadilly Garden’s 
Competition and Approach
As you may know, we’ve made the shortlist for the Piccadilly Gardens 
competition in Manchester. The list of five is impressive, so we have just 
two months to come up with our early thoughts for its transformation.

It’s no small task, and in our home city, the task is made all the more difficult by 
us knowing what the true challenges to Piccadilly Gardens and the surrounding 
streets really are. Design alone will not ‘fix’ those challenges, so we have brought 
together a different kind of team, and are proposing a fresh approach to our bid. 

On Wednesday morning, we’ll introduce you to our team, talk you through the 
key aspects of our proposition that got us this far, then let you all know how you 
can get involved in this next stage, from across all our studios and disciplines. 

A Rise and Shine with a difference and one not to be missed – 
with some special guests thrown in for good measure.

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/85174805513?pwd=OUFIMGdpQThIZEthbGVBaVRtMDZRUT09
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/87414493402?pwd=Z3pZdGFGQytFNWMrR2pWM3RzdTc4Zz09
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/84870111249?pwd=NFdrVmN3OW9sT1BHQ0pRalJLVVBRQT09
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People

Happy 15 years 
Sarah!
Written by Georgie

It’s been 15 years since Sarah first arrived at Planit’s 
door in Hale. During the intervening years Sarah 
has progressed from a fresh-faced graduate to 
experienced Project Landscape Architect, whilst 
also negotiating marriage, children, numerous 
cake bakes and a handful of house moves along 
the way. She approaches all of her projects with a 
rigour and level of organisation that could challenge 
the most efficient of excel-sheet wielding project 
managers and always with a cup of tea in hand. 
Over the last 15 years Sarah has delivered a range 
of high-profile schemes from street improvements 
works in Shiregreen Sheffield, to the acclaimed 
residential developments at Middlewood Locks 
and the realisation of commercial plots on the First 
Street estate. Developing a depth of knowledge 
and experience along the way. Sarah remains a 
supportive and formidable (mock interview mode!) 
mentor to junior team members on their Pathway 
to Chartership, guiding them diligently through 
the process to success. Congratulations Sarah 
on hitting this Planit milestone, we tried to work 
out how many cups of tea you have consumed 
in this period but couldn’t count that high!

 

Huge well done 
to Olivia!
Congratulations Olivia, well done on passing 
level 1 AAT with all first time passes.

You have worked hard and its thoroughly 
deserved, I have no doubt you will easily 
breeze through the next stage.

Keep up the hard work, you’re doing amazing!!
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Work Experience

Eve, it’s been great!
Written by Eve

At the end of my eye-opening work experience 
week here at Planit Altrincham, I firstly want to 
thank everyone in the studio for how welcoming and 
friendly they have been and especially to those who 
have taken the time out to have conversations with 
me about urban design and landscape architecture.

The collaborative nature of the work here in 
the office is a part of the job I had not been 
able to fully appreciate when researching urban 
design and landscape architecture careers 
online. Throughout this week I have been doing 
work on a public realm strategy project for 
Ashton-Under-Lyne, mentored by Louise.

I started from the beginning, doing demographics 
research on the area, and creating urban 
grain, street analysis and space maps using 
Google Earth and Ordnance survey maps.

Having drawn out the context of Ashton, I began to 
understand how information on urban space, green 
space, pedestrian routes etc allow you to visualise 
ways to improve the public realm and movement in 
an area. To explore design ideas for the streetscape 
of the market square in Ashton, I sketched elements 
like street furniture, way finding and trees on tracing 
paper and placed these over a base drawing.

Finally, I created a PowerPoint document to 
show all my completed work, learning that 
presentation is an important factor in delivering 
understandable and convincing ideas.
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Landmark Pinnacle Visit

Learning more about internal planting!
Written by Sybille

Hannah and I visited a newly completed 
internal planting project in Canary Wharf, 
London. With an increasing number of projects 
including internal planting across the practices, 
we jumped on the occasion offered by our 
horticultural specialist Phil Griffiths who was 
involved in the project and is advising us on 
the 2 Finsbury Avenue project (Rise and Shine 
planned for May 25th, so watch this space!). 

Landmark Pinnacle is a 75 storey residential tower 
designed by Squire & Partners for Chalegrove 
Properties. It includes two indoor amenity spaces 
on level 27: a play area facing east and a ‘garden 
lounge’ facing west towards The City. Both areas are 
controlled environments but have slightly different 
parameters when it comes to temperature, lighting, 
ventilation and humidity, the four top aspects to 
look at when implementing indoor planting. 

The play area displays a tropical planting palette, 
with higher humidity levels achieved through 
misters, ventilation and air movement is controlled 
to ensure the humidity levels don’t drop too low. 
The temperatures range from 19 and 24ºC and 
the light requirement for plants is to achieve 3000 
lux (to give an idea, indoor social spaces usually 
aim for 350 lux!), hence the brighter environment. 
Overall the space is quite lush although we 
thought it looks a tad busy and the single height 
tends to make the space feel smaller with trees 
already touching the ceiling. We also thought 
the dark walls and foliage help absorbing some 
of the bright lights, which was reassuring (no 
one wants a dentist office as a play space). 

The ‘garden lounge’ facing west has a much 
better access to sunlight / daylight across the 
year and does not need supplementary plant 
health lighting. The planting palette is somewhat 
similar to the east side, with additional, more sun 
tolerant tropical species. The humidity levels are 
not being raised, which makes the environment 
quite dry and plants tend to look “saggy” in 
places. They were having issues with pest control 
(flies) and irrigation in this part of the garden, 
which might explain why it didn’t look as lush. 

Overall, it was a very insightful site visit to see 
how internal planting can be delivered, what 
environment the plants need to thrive, lessons 
learned and requirements to watch out for. 
We’d be keen to come back in 6 months to a 
year to see how the planting has evolved!   
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Aire Park

Trees incoming! 
Written by Oliver

A milestone day at the Aire Park development in 
Leeds as the first Platanus orientalis legacy tree 
has been implemented on site. The legacy tree is 
the first soft landscaped part of the transformation 
of Aire Park, Leeds providing a striking focal 
point as you arrive from Hunslet Road. The work 
is part of the major new park scheme at the 
former brewery site run from the Leeds office.

Central Park

Gone Public!
Written by Danny M

As you all know following our Rise and Shine a 
few weeks ago, we have been progressing the 
designs for Central Park in Liverpool Waters. 
Well now its gone public. Alongside Peel and 
SOCIAL Communications, a social media 
campaign and public consultation event has 
been shared to encourage the public to come 
forward and share  their thoughts on 'what 
they want the park to be for them.
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Padnall Lake, Dagenham

Community Collaboration
Written by Sam C

The London team presented their concept 
plans for the Padnall Lake Linear Park space 
and Gateway proposals at the 5th Co-Design 
event to the local community. The session was 
supposed to be conducted on site with a walk 
around but unfortunately it was rained off, so 
we all took refuge in the Community Hall!

This was the first opportunity for the community to 
comment on our designs with the previous sessions 
focusing on perceptions of the current site and the 
communities’ visions for the future development. 
The Co-Design group were largely positive of our 
design intent but have also raised some concerns 
and set us some challenges to address.

We also presented our concept ideas for a Gateway 
Feature to the east of the site which is intended 
to raise the profile and perception of Marks Gate. 
Through the local insight of the Co-Design group, 
we learnt about the history and heritage of the 
area which resonated with the community.

The Co-Design has at times been quite an onerous 
process but incredibly valuable and insightful and 
is a good model for how to effectively involve 
a community with a project. Next week is the 
final session which is to be celebration of the 
process where we can show the impression 
and influence the group have had on the design 
before we begin the consultation process.

Linear Park Concept Plan

Container Orchard
Kick About Lawn

West Hill Play Area

Adventure Play 

East Play Area

Sensory Garden
Picnic  Lawn

Padnall Lake Phase 2 

Existing Buildings

Pergola Walk
Mown Lawn Maze

Central hub

Flexible open space

Existing character retained

Flexible open space

Existing character retained

Key
Play space 
 
Open green space

Community/ informal 
events space

Proposed play equipment 

Natural play trail 

Adult fitness trail 

Picnic benches 

Seating

Key
Existing and proposed 
trees

Buffer planting 

Flowering lawn 

Designated play space
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Jackson’s Brickworks

Collaboration for the win, JB in for planning!
Written by Louise F and Hannes

The former Jacksons Brickworks site in Newton 
Heath, Manchester will be remediated and 
regenerated to become a new neighbourhood 
and community through the delivery of a range of 
over 700 affordable new homes, a new secondary 
school, shared sports, community facilities, green 
spaces, community park and enhanced walking and 
cycling facilities. Due to the former use of the site 
as a brickworks and being vacant for many years, 
the ground conditions are heavily contaminated and 
will need to be remediated, a considerable cost and 
consideration as part of the development proposals.

The site is a prime location for regeneration 
due to its proximity to Manchester, and within 
easy walking distance of tram stops and green 
infrastructure. The sites natural asset is the 
Rochdale Canal, the scheme has been designed 
to make the most of the Canalside position, whilst 
future proofing the canal as a strategic cycle 
connection. The proposals are inspired by the 
industrial heritage and sensitively designed to blend 
into the surrounding context and canal setting.

At the heart of the development a new community 
hub will be a place to bring people together. The 
movement network is designed to encourage 
walking and cycling, drawing people in and 
reaching out to the surrounding neighbourhood. 
The landscape proposals are designed to 
provide much needed children’s play space, 
encourage biodiversity and as much planting 
as possible within this high density scheme.

A hybrid planning application included detailed 
and outline phases. This project has been a 
collaboration working across disciplines and studios, 
including landscape, urban design and VP in both 
Altrincham and Standish. Louise with Ben, Adriana 
and Eleana lead on the masterplan, Gillian and 
Pete N on the TVIA, and Hannes Rob, Bea, Lydia 
and Lauren covered landscape design. We worked 
closely with Barton Wilmore architects on Phase 1 
and to accommodate both a high density as well 
as a robust and sustainable green infrastructure. 
The project has encountered many challenges 
along the way, however we have retained the 
integrity of the vision within the final proposals.



10Pl
an
it 
Te
am
 N
ew
sl
et
te
r

Chester Northgate

WIP
Work is progressing well on the Chester 
Northgate project public realm, with completion 
due in the next couple of weeks. Emma has 
been overseeing the construction and we 
are all really pleased with how its looking.
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Did you know?

It’s Mental Health Awareness week?
Written by Alison

This year the theme for Mental Health 
Awareness Week is loneliness. Mental Health 
UK are encouraging individuals, businesses, and 
communities to look at how we can tackle loneliness 
and equip ourselves with the tools to help people live 
a fulfilled life with meaningful connections within our 
communities, workplaces, families and friendships.

Here are some ideas about how you can get 
involved with Mental Health Awareness Week:

• Raise awareness about how to overcome 
feelings of loneliness. Working Mind have 
created some top tips to help you, your friends, 
family or colleagues overcome loneliness.

• Gather your friends or colleagues and print 
out our positive affirmation cards. Colour 
them in giving an opportunity for people to 
talk about mental health. Encourage people 
to give the affirmation they have coloured 
to someone they would like to encourage. 
Affirmations can be downloaded here.

• Challenge yourself, family, friends and 
colleagues to walk (see last week’s 
newsletter) or run 5K together on day this 
May. An opportunity to build connections 
and boost your physical wellbeing. I am going 
to go for a 5K run on Thursday 12th May at 
lunchtime so if anyone wants to join me??!!

Other ideas of ways you can 
connect for mental health:

Print a photo of you and a friend or 
relative and send it to them in a note

Check in on someone you 
haven’t spoken to in a while

Build a connection over a shared interest 
by signing up to a club or group

Join an online community like 
‘Clic’ and say hello*

Ask your postie how they are today

Introduce yourself to your neighbour

*Clic is a free online community supporting 
everyone with their mental health 

For further information and support click here.

https://wokingmind.org.uk/information/wellbeing-top-tips/loneliness/
https://wokingmind.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/affirmations-for-website.pdf
clic-uk.org
https://www.mentalhealth.org.uk/campaigns/mental-health-awareness-week



