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Team 
Newsletter
7th March 2022

Our thoughts go out to all affected 
directly or indirectly by the humanitarian 
crisis in Ukraine. We understand that 
team members may want to support 
and there are many avenues to do this. 
Here are some ways you can help as 
an individual. #StandWithUkraine.

If you have other ideas about 
actions you would like to take across 
your teams, please speak to your 
Director or Alison or Naomi.

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/ukraine-what-you-can-do-to-help
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Rise and Shine

Sheffield Central 
Area Strategy
Presented by Louise, Eleana and Adriana

This week’s rise and shine is ‘Sheffield City 
Centre Strategic Neighbourhood Guidance’ 
presented by Louise, Eleana and Adriana.

Following on from the Sheffield CARS, the guidance 
lays the foundations for a series of distinctive 
neighbourhoods, whilst meeting the needs of those 
that will live, work, and play there in the future. 
Masterplans have been developed for 5 locations 
in the city centre, seeking to harness the social, 
environmental and economic value that can be 
achieved through designing development in a 
comprehensive way.  The guidance will influence 
growth and investment decisions for the future.
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9th Mar

Sheffield Central 
Area Strategy

By Louise, Eleana 
and Adriana

16th Mar

Wellington Place

By Sarah B

30th Mar

Oldham Projects

By Rob

6th April

Light Pollution

By Colin Henshaw
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Welcome to Maria!
Written by John

We welcomed Maria to Planit last week, who will be 
working as Graduate Urban Designer in John’s team 
based in our Altrincham studio. 

Maria joins us from AR Urbanism in London, where 
she worked as a freelance Urban Designer.

She has a Masters in Urban Design from the Slovak 
University of Technology and has previous work 
experience in Slovakia, Portugal and the UK.

vitajte v Planit!

Farewell Margaux
Written by Jamie

We are sad to announce that Margaux will be leaving 
the London Studio on Friday 4th March having 
been with us for a little over six months. After study 
in Switzerland and Scotland she graduated from 
the Cass Business School in London with an MSc 
Entrepreneurship with modules in Funding Ventures, 
New Product Development, Mergers and Acquisitions. 
It is to pursue these interests, the reason Margaux 
is returning to Asia to further her career.  She 
embedded herself in a number of projects; 2 Finsbury 
Avenue-Broadgate, Anglia Square-Norwich and 
Melbourn Science Park-Cambridgeshire to name a 
few. We wish Margaux well.

Coronavirus Risk 
Reduction Update
Whilst legal requirements have changed since the 
UK Government’s publication of its ‘Plan for Living 
with Covid’, we all have continued responsibility to 
maintain a healthy working environment and protect 
our colleagues.

We ask all to stay at home, or work from home if not 
well.

Those who test positive for COVID-19, are to stay at 
home for a minimum of 5 days and until well, avoiding 
contact with other people. 

Our risk-reduction procedures will be reviewed on a 
regular basis, but our key measures remain as follows:

• Team members to take lateral flow test twice per 
week (subject to availability)

• Continue to ventilate adequately

• Maintain good hygiene, including sanitising and 
additional cleaning 

Team members are encouraged to follow UK 
Government recommendations and take up 
vaccinations and boosters as made available to you.

Should you have queries, or wish to raise any H&S 
matters, please speak to Naomi.
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Anniversary

A long old 15 years for John!
Written by Andy

Congratulations John on your 15th work anniversary. 
Whilst the colour of your hair has greyed since joining 
Planit, the vibrancy of your plans are more colourful 
today than they were in your early projects (example 
of early work above), and there have been many.

John’s first job at Planit (PL.100 and something 
I think), was to walk every street in Stoke-
on-Trent, and he never looked backwards 
(because he was being followed).

From masterminding some of Planit’s largest scale 
jobs - Garden Villages and Leisure Parks none-
the-less – John found his niche in extreme sports, 
helping to deliver the world’s first commercial 
surf lake - without him the wheels fell off (quite 
literally, off the old ski-lift technology).

John is a gentle giant of a leader, loved by his 
team for supplying them with copious amounts 
of sugary sweets (but not by Trafford NHS, who 
have seen local cases of diabetes rocket). 

The love only wavers when he goes on holiday just 
at the time his personal Holiday Lodge projects 
– ‘John’s Lodges Ltd’ - are due in for planning.

John, many thanks for you unwavering 
commitment, calmness and just being a 
thoroughly nice person to work with.

14 years ago! With 
a much younger 
looking Rob and 

Linds with glasses!

Some very 
very old work 

of Johns!
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Charity

SleepOut for 
LandAid!
On Thursday night, Pete is joining Team Urban 
Splash and a bunch of property bods on the LandAid 
Sleep Out 2022, sleeping out in the open air at 
Manchester’s Mayfield site next to Piccadilly station.

LandAid is the property and built environment 
charity and has been running the Sleep Out project 
for over a decade now, highlighting the plight and 
raising much needed funds for young people who 
find themselves homeless across our cities.

Alongside our ongoing work with the Embassy 
project, and Mayor Andy Burnham’s campaign to 
provide a Bed Every Night, Manchester has seen 
its homeless community grow steadily as the 
city had become more prosperous, highlighting 
the inequalities across a growing city.

So if you can spare just a little to sponsor 
the campaign, please do so here. It’s not 
about sponsoring Pete because he’s a 
Director, its about supporting a cause that 
we all engage with on a daily basis.

On Friday morning, Pete will be heading to 
Leeds to meet Sean, Danny, Matt N, Phil and our 
Leeds CC client Jane Walne, to visit the works 
in progress at the Corn Exchange. Luckily our 
1 Aire Street building has showers! Phew….

Health and Safety

Health and Safety training
We work to ensure all our team members and working 
environments are healthy and safe. In support of 
this, SaferSphere has developed two sessions to 
succinctly cover the key aspects of H&S training 
needed to fulfil our obligations and reflect our specific 
needs. These complement project-related risk 
assessment and CDM training previously provided.

Sessions will be delivered online as follows:

• Workplace H&S session 1 – 2pm Monday 28 March – 
All Altrincham team members

• Workplace H&S session 2 – 2pm Wednesday 6 
April – All Leeds, Liverpool, London, Standish and 
Standard Practice team members

• Site-based H&S and asbestos awareness session 
1 – 2pm Monday 25 April – Altrincham Landscape 
Architects

• Site-based H&S and asbestos awareness session 
2 – 2pm Wednesday 4 May - Leeds, Liverpool and 
London Landscape Architects

Diary dates will be circulated shortly, which 
we’d ask you to respond to asap.

Training is needed to fulfil H&S obligations, 
so attendance is not optional.

If you cannot make the session, or have any H&S 
aspects that you’d like to highlight, concerns to 
raise, or queries, please contact Naomi directly.

Going forward it is envisaged there will be 
a shortened refresher sessions periodically, 
and new team members will receive 
training as they join the practice.

New neighbours have just 
moved in next door to the 
Standish Studio - Lleyn sheep 
are a breed of sheep from 
the Llŷn peninsula (‘Lleyn’), in 
Gwynedd, north-west Wales.

https://join.landaid.org/fundraisers/peteswift/sleepout?enref=7cca8002993f04f2bdd4580cd40a0e0a
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London Studio

Work begins on 
North Finchley
Written by Jamie N

The London Studio’s North Finchley High Street 
project, for the client Regal London, started in 
the past week with James King attending a two-
day Community Exhibition event. JTP produced 
some compelling public exhibition boards featuring 
High Street Challenges, Planning Context, Future 
of the High Street (featuring Goose Green in 
Altrincham), Connectivity and Existing Uses.

We were presented their RIBA Stage 1 Preparation 
and Briefing work the week before, by six team 
members, giving a perfect example of how 
to make oneself indispensable to the client 
and the project’s early design stages.

Part of the Great North Road, the area has undergone 
many changes, not all of them good and hopes to 
humanise and rebalance some pretty inhospitable 
streetscape whilst respecting the remaining 
Victorian architecture and green infrastructure.

N O R T H  F I N C H L E Y  T O W N  C E N T R E                        F E B R UA RY  2 0 2 2

Future of the High Street

Diversifying Uses 
Shifting from a retail monofocus to 
provide more reasons (work/health/
leisure) to visit the High Road.

Activating Ground Floors 
Ensuring ground floor commercial space 
is fully occupied, new public spaces 
encourage everyday social interaction.

Rethinking Movement 
Changing perception of the High Road 
as a vehicular thoroughfare to a people-
orientated environment.

Greening the Town Centre 
Softening the urban environment, 
supporting wellbeing, and addressing  
air quality.

Increasing Footfall 
Using residential development and 
variety of mixed uses to increase footfall 
and support local business vitality.

Extending Dwell Time 
People need more reasons to visit  
the High Road, and then activities 
that make them stay longer, such as 
developing a culture/leisure, food & 
beverage evening economy.

Encouraging ‘Pavement Culture’ 
Streetscapes need to be carefully 
designed to allow shops, cafes, 
restaurants and bars to populate the 
area, to make the High Road more 
sociable and attractive to visitors.

Increasing Accessibility 
The High Road needs better pedestrian 
and cycle facilities, thoughtful car 
parking and addressing the needs of 
older people, as well as those with 
disabilities and young children.

Facilitating Curation 
Today, successful places need to be able 
to refresh their offer on a regular basis. 
This requires provision of pop-up and 
events infrastructure, and management, 
that can facilitate new, exciting local 
experiences on a regular basis.

Enhancing Identity &  
Offer Differentiation 
Co-ordinating new place strategies, 
facilities and events with existing 
heritage to create a new ‘brand’ for the 
Town Centre, to change perceptions, 
differentiate the offer, and draw new 
visitors into the local economy.

Places to Meet 
Creating places for the community to 
meet and socialise in the public realm.

N O R T H  F I N C H L E Y  T O W N  C E N T R E                        F E B R UA RY  2 0 2 2

Supermarket, Groceries, Bakery,
Fishmongers, Butchers, Deli

Food and Beverage

Public House

Charity

Health and Beauty

Banks and Building Societies

Estate Agents

Education

Gambling

Services (Laundry, printers etc)

Leisure

Culture

Place of Worship

Electronics

Residential

Office

Retail - high street

Retail - home and furniture

Newsagents

Automobile (hire, garage, tyres etc)

Post

Veterinary

Travel agents

Vacant

High  Street Uses
Ground floor uses along the High Street
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London Studio

Wind mitigation trees 
by Chris Bramall
Written by Jamie N

The design for Exchange Square in east-central 
Birmingham has been developing for approximately 
three years for the client Artal in Manchester. The 
site joins some high calibre neighbours adjacent 
the proposed High Speed 2 station on Curzon 
Street; Eastside City Park by Allain Provost; Bullring 
by Future Systems and Gross Max and the Royal 
Birmingham Conservatoire by FCBS and P-IE. The 
landscaped square begins construction in May 2022.

The photos attached are the work of Chris Brammall 
who has been developing designs for the Wind 
Mitigation Trees. They show a 1:10 scale model, 
a 1:1 scale model, a Stage 2 model superimposed 
in public realm context and a Lighting Maquette. 
We’ve also provided an illustrative view of the 
‘trees’ in the Exchange Square context.
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Manchester Studio

Lincoln Square
Written by Steve Roman on behalf of the Friends of Manchester Peace Garden for the M.E.N

The Friends of the Manchester Peace Garden 
are pleased that the new Peace Garden in 
Brazennose Street is now almost complete and 
ready to burst into bloom when spring comes.

We look forward to the long-term growth of the 
two Hiroshima commemorative gingko trees which 
have been grown from seeds given by the founder 
city, with Nagasaki, of the world-wide Mayors for 
Peace network of over 8000 local authorities.

The bronze plaques in the Garden explain 
Manchester’s work with Mayors for Peace and 
the significance of the atom-bomb-surviving 
gingko trees, whose leaves are symbolically 
scattered around the Garden. In 1980, Manchester 
was the first city in the world to declare itself 
a nuclear-weapons free local authority.

Other plaques from the former Peace Garden 
commemorate the African Victims of Slavery, the 
Holocaust and Workers Memorial Day, and there is 
a new plaque to recognise the mine-clearing and 
advocacy work of the Mines Advisory Group, the 
Manchester-based Nobel Peace Prize winner.

We encourage visitors to look down to the paving at 
the quotations relating to peace and taking action 
for environmental and social justice, by Martin Luther 
King, Albert Einstein, Olaudah Equiano, Wangari 
Maathai, Barbara Deming, Beatrice Finn, Mahatma 
Gandhi and the late local peace activist, Betty Tebbs.

The quotations emanate from the base of the 
repositioned Lincoln statue, which now faces 
west. While Britain abolished its slave trade 
in 1807, and ended its slavery in the British 
Empire in 1833, the statue of Lincoln recognises 
the support of Lancashire workers to the 
abolition of slavery in the USA in the 1860s.

A decade after the garden was removed to extend 
the tram system through St Peter’s Square, the 
designers have produced an excellent scheme for 
Lincoln Square, just down from the Town Hall. The 
Friends are still working with the City Council to 
relocate the first open-air sculpture in Manchester 
by a woman artist, Barbara Pearson’s Messenger 
of Peace, which was the centrepiece of the 
garden in St Peter’s Square from 1986 to 2012.
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A ‘double bubble’ 
site visit!
Written by Pete

Friday saw us undertake a ‘double bubble’ site visit to 
the former Radio Station Rugby site, now known as 
Houlton… a new settlement south of the town centre.

Andy and John had arranged with Urban and 
Civic to take the Godley Green client team 
to see how ‘master development is done’. 
Informative and enlightening as ever.

But for me the opportunity was to pay my first 
visit to Houlton School. Converted from the 
listed former trans-continental radio station 
buildings, Team London, led by Caroline and 
James, have worked with architects vHAA to 
create a setting for this incredible new school.

For those old enough to remember, new 
schools don’t look they used to in BSF days of 
the early noughties… well, this one does!

Expect a flurry of awards and I predict 
even a Stirling Prize shortlist.
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Manchester

Common Good - Round 2!
Written by Fii

Last week saw the second edition of CommonGood. 
Reclaiming our Town Centre explored issues of 
physical, market and social change in Stretford 
and beyond. A walking tour by Hayley Fylnn 
(also known as Skyliner), began at 4pm delving 
into the history of Stretford Mall and travelled 
around the intersections of Chester Road.

The main event kicked off at 5pm, as Simon spoke 
through the restoration of Stretford Public Hall and 
the impact it’s had on the surrounding community. 
The Public Hall is community-owned and ran by 
Friends of Stretford Public Hall since 2015. They 
are a charitable Community Benefit Society which 
is a type of co-operative, with over 800 members.

Next up, Jim Giblyn from Head Bar. Jim spoke 
through the process of opening the bar in 2018. 
He gathered furniture from charity shops and 
customers dropped off miss-matched pieces to 
add to the space that used to be the HSBC bank. 

He retained most of the original features, 
including the bank counter that is now a two-
sided, open bar. He then went on to describe 
the positivity of the later regeneration of 
Stretford. More bars didn’t mean less customers, 
it meant higher footfall and more customers.

After a short break, Ernst of FCBS presented 
the changes in Stretford, as part of the Stretford 
Masterplan. The vision is for a vibrant mixed-use 
town centre anchored around a sequence of new 
public space, breaking up the mall environment.

Our very own Lindz followed conversation 
with the role and future of the public realm; 
discussing measurements on Altrincham footfall 
post regeneration, before sharing the vision 
for Oldham’s reimagined town centre.

After the bitesize talks, all speakers came to a 
panel to ask some intrigued questions from the 
audience. “Who is it you make these spaces for?”, 
“How do you make walking fun and enjoyable? 

I enjoy driving”, “How has the pandemic affected the 
creation and management of public open space?”

Skyliner took to answer the pandemics affect 
with comments on value of new found ‘space’. 
Instead of roads being closed to create larger 
public open space during lockdown and beyond; 
she believes that it is in fact, large amounts of 
privately owned space as bars, restaurants and 
such like opened out on the pavements.

We quickly jumped onto a zoom call with the 
keynote speaker, Professor Loretta Lees as 
she unlocked a conversation on the effects of 
gentrification and its relationship to town centre 
regeneration. Before tucking into pies and pints.

It’s a pleasure to be involved in the organisation 
of CommonGood generating such important 
discussion. Myself and Caleb are excited for what’s 
to come. Word on the street is, we’re making 
our way over to the Wirral for the next one.
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Did you know?

Tomorrow is International Women’s Day?
This is a global day celebrating the social, 
economic, cultural and political achievements 
of women. The day also marks the call to 
action for accelerating women’s equality.

This year’s theme is #BreakTheBias. 
There are lots of resources and ways to 
get involved on the website here.

Sticking with this theme, see also 
this weeks ‘As recommended.’

As recommended....

Make Space For Girls

Make Space for Girls are a group campaigning for 
more facilities and public spaces for teenage girls.

Parks, play equipment and public spaces for older 
children and teenagers are currently designed for 
the default male. Provision is almost entirely in terms 
of skate parks, BMX tracks, football pitches and 
MUGAs, which are used almost entirely by boys.

This absence has important implications for how active 
girls are, for their health in later life, and for how they 
see themselves as belonging in public spaces.

They were recently asked by Talk Landscape magazine 
to be part of their issue on inequality and public space. A 
whole set of really interesting perspectives to think about.

Whose Landscape is it anyway?

Read the article here!

https://www.internationalwomensday.com/
https://issuu.com/landscape-institute/docs/landscape_journal_whose_landscape_i_a41cbf7b402582

